Best California LGBTQ Bills to Watch Before Newsom’s Deadline
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Shoppers for good policy are watching closely: California lawmakers have sent a clutch of LGBTQ-focused bills to Governor Gavin Newsom, covering transgender veterans’ access, conversion therapy claims, campus support and bereavement leave , and his decisions will shape services for thousands across the state.
Essential Takeaways
Trans veteran support: AB 1775 would preserve state benefits for service members discharged under the federal trans ban, helping with housing and licensing.
Longer window to sue: SB 934 extends time limits so minors subjected to conversion therapy can bring malpractice claims into adulthood.
Campus safety net: SB 1328 would require confidential LGBTQ coordinators at satellite and outreach campuses.
Bereavement expansion: SB 1149 proposes job‑protected leave for chosen and extended family members, mirroring recent family care updates.
Deadline pressure: The governor has until September 30 to sign or veto the bills sent at the end of August.
Why AB 1775 matters for transgender veterans , and why it feels urgent
The strongest visual in this debate is a veteran’s uniform folded in a hallway, and the worry that benefits vanish with a discharge status. Assemblymember Chris Ward’s AB 1775 aims to make sure Californians who lose military status because of the federal transgender ban still qualify for state veteran services, from housing help to licensing support. According to Ward’s office, the bill responds directly to a Trump administration order that forced trans troops out, and it won bipartisan backing in the Legislature. For veterans and advocates, it’s practical: even if federal policy changes lives on paper, states can buffer the harm on the ground. If you’re a veteran or work with them, check local county veteran services offices for how state rules might be applied once the bill (possibly) becomes law.
SB 934: extending the clock on conversion therapy claims
Conversion therapy is widely denounced by medical groups, but legal fights continue over state bans after a recent US Supreme Court ruling. Senator Scott Wiener’s SB 934 would extend the period in which survivors can file civil malpractice suits , for instance, allowing those subjected to the practice as minors to sue before age 40, or giving adults ten years after their last session. That change isn’t just legalese: plaintiffs will have more opportunity to marshal scientific evidence about harm, experts say, and more time to recognise injuries that emerge years later. For families, it means the state is trying to match legal processes to the often-delayed realities of psychological harm.
Campus coverage: why a confidential contact on satellite sites helps students
SB 1328 would require colleges and universities to name a confidential employee not only on main campuses but also at branch and outreach centres to support LGBTQ+ students, faculty and staff. The idea follows a 2024 law that covered main campuses, and it’s a practical nod to how modern higher education is spread across towns and online. For a student studying at a satellite campus, knowing there’s a local, confidential ally can be quietly transformative , less bureaucratic, more immediate. Administrators will need to train and designate those people, and institutions should publicise the roles clearly so students actually know who to turn to.
Bereavement leave updated to include chosen family , a workplace culture shift
Senator María Elena Durazo’s SB 1149 seeks to expand bereavement protections to chosen and extended family members, reflecting the reality that many Californians rely on non‑traditional networks for emotional and caregiving support. The bill mirrors earlier laws that broadened paid family leave, and Durazo frames it as an update long overdue in a workforce that’s become more diverse in how people define family. Employers will have to adjust policies and HR forms if the bill passes, and workers should keep records that make clear their relationship to the deceased when requesting leave.
The bigger picture: how Newsom’s choices will echo beyond Sacramento
Governor Newsom has a record of vetoing high‑cost bills, and he’s under national scrutiny as a potential presidential contender, so his decisions will be watched beyond state lines. The package reflects California’s long tradition of protecting LGBTQ rights , from the state’s early ban on conversion therapy for minors to proactive veteran and campus measures , but it also tests how state power can respond when federal policy turns hostile. Advocates are urging swift signatures, while opponents may press cost or constitutional concerns in legal arenas. Whatever happens, these bills show state lawmaking is where many communities now seek protection and definition.
It's a small but meaningful set of bills that could make everyday life safer and more supportive for LGBTQ Californians.
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