Best Wisconsin LGBT Chamber Wins 2026 National Affiliate Award — What It Means for Local Businesses
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Celebrate the win: the Wisconsin LGBT Chamber of Commerce was named NGLCC’s 2026 Affiliate Chamber of the Year, a national nod that spotlights growing opportunity for LGBTQ+ and allied businesses across Wisconsin and signals stronger corporate partnerships, training and certification support.
Essential Takeaways
Top honour: The Wisconsin LGBT Chamber earned the 2026 Affiliate Chamber of the Year from the National LGBTQ+ & Allied Chamber of Commerce, chosen by peer review. 
Proven growth: Membership, corporate partnerships and programming have expanded, with offerings that feel practical and accessible. 
Program highlights: Newer webinars like LEAD sit alongside Entrepreneur Bootcamp and the Business Leadership Academy , practical training for every stage. 
Certification boost: The Chamber supports LGBTBE certification, helping suppliers qualify for corporate supplier diversity programmes. 
Experienced team: A dedicated staff and leadership drive statewide impact; recognition builds credibility with buyers and funders.
A major win with a local, human feel
This isn’t just a trophy for the shelf , it’s recognition that the Chamber’s work is making everyday differences for business owners who are often overlooked. According to reports, the award was presented at NGLCC’s International Business & Leadership Conference in San Diego, and it’s judged by peers, including past honourees, so the accolade carries real industry weight. For small business owners, that peer validation feels like a nod that their suppliers and partners are being taken seriously.
How the Chamber grew into this role
The Chamber’s leadership points to steady expansion: more members, deeper corporate relationships, and a fuller programme calendar. That mix , networking, education and formal certification pathways , creates both quick wins (new client leads) and long-term gains (supplier diversity contracts). Owners tell reporters they value hands-on offerings like bootcamps that actually teach the nuts and bolts of running a business, rather than abstract seminars.
Why certification matters for suppliers and buyers
One practical advantage is the LGBTBE certification pathway the Chamber supports, which helps LGBTQ+-owned businesses meet corporate supplier diversity criteria. Corporates increasingly look to verified diverse suppliers when they meet procurement goals, so having a recognised certifying body nearby translates to real contract opportunities. If you run a business, consider whether certification suits your growth plans , it often opens doors to larger, repeat clients.
Programming that meets businesses where they are
The Chamber blends quick-access learning with deeper leadership development. The LEAD webinar series provides short, actionable sessions for busy owners, while Entrepreneur Bootcamp and the Business Leadership Academy dig into long-form skill building. That range matters: some businesses need a swift marketing fix, others need governance or finance fundamentals to scale. If you’re choosing what to attend, match the programme length to your immediate business pain point.
What this award could mean going forward
Winning this national title for a second time , the Chamber was previously honoured in 2015 , reinforces momentum. It’s a signal to funders, corporate partners and local governments that the organisation is a reliable partner in economic development. Expect more visibility for member businesses and potentially larger partnerships or grant opportunities as a result. For the community, it’s a quiet reassurance that infrastructure for LGBTQ+ enterprise is getting stronger.
It's a small change that can make every business connection count.
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