Best Southampton Pride Sponsors: Why P&O Cruises and Cunard Are Headlining the 10th Anniversary
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Shoppers and locals are spotting a colourful partnership on the waterfront as P&O Cruises and Cunard, both based in Southampton, step up to headline the city’s Pride weekend on August 29–30 , a decade of sponsorship that underlines their commitment to diversity, inclusion and community spirit.
Essential Takeaways
Decade of support: P&O Cruises and Cunard are marking their 10th year as headline sponsors of Southampton Pride.
Live performance push: Theatre companies from both lines will open celebrations with a flashmob in Guildhall Square and perform along the parade route.
Big on presence: Around 100 crew and shoreside colleagues, including staff from Iona and Ventura, will march and staff the Pride+ hospitality area.
Career and cruise info: Visitors can speak to teams about careers at sea, current itineraries and on-board entertainment.
Friendly vibe: Expect familiar faces, Limelight Club singers and X Factor alumni Matt Terry and Sam Bailey performing during the weekend.
A decade of Pride , and it feels personal
This year’s headline sponsorship is a proper moment: ten years of P&O Cruises and Cunard backing Southampton Pride. It’s the sort of steady support that becomes part of a city’s fabric, and you can already feel the buzz , theatres rehearsing, cast members swapping uniforms for sequins, colleagues excited to represent their workplaces on home turf. According to Carnival UK leadership, the partnership reflects a wider commitment to equity and inclusion across ships and shoreside teams.
Flashmobs, theatre troupes and a parade with sparkle
The weekend will open with a flashmob in Guildhall Square performed by P&O’s Headliners Theatre Company and Cunard’s Royal Court Theatre Company. Roughly 100 cast members are set to take part, and both companies will stage performances along the parade route. It’s a neat way to show how cruise-line entertainment , usually confined to the ship’s stage , can spill into the city, bringing a theatrical, lively texture to Pride.
Crew on the march , visibility matters
More than 100 crew and colleagues, including people from Iona and Ventura, will walk in the Saturday parade, and you’ll be able to meet bellhops and crew in the new Pride+ hospitality area. That kind of visible participation sends a simple message: the companies want guests and employees to feel welcome being themselves. For many residents, seeing local employers present and proud adds depth to the celebration.
Music and familiar faces , a weekend programme to enjoy
Alongside theatrical performances, Limelight Club singers and X Factor alumni Matt Terry and Sam Bailey will perform during the weekend, adding pop and vocal fireworks to the schedule. It’s smart programming: a mix of community acts and known names helps draw different crowds and keeps the vibe energetic. If you’re planning to go, check the set times early , the best spots fill up fast.
Why this matters for Southampton and for cruise lines
Sponsorships like this are more than logo placement; they’re public commitments. For Carnival UK’s leadership, supporting Pride dovetails with recruiting and retention aims, customer experience and local goodwill. For Southampton, the partnership brings entertainment, jobs visibility and a chance to celebrate diversity where the industry has deep roots. For locals, it’s a reminder that big employers can be good neighbours.
It's a small change that can make every celebration feel a bit more inclusive.
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