Best Scottish Borders Pride: What to Expect at Galashiels’ First Celebration

[image: ]
Shoppers and locals are turning out as Galashiels hosts the Scottish Borders’ first-ever Pride, a colourful parade and day of events this Saturday that promises visibility, safe spaces for young people, and a community coming together to stand against anti-LGBT hate.
Essential Takeaways
Historic first: Galashiels will host the Scottish Borders’ inaugural Pride parade, stepping off at noon from Albert Place. 
Full-day festival: Stalls and live performances run at Volunteer Hall from 12.45pm to 5pm, offering music, food and community stalls. 
Youth-friendly: LGBT Youth Scotland runs a dedicated youth space at the Great Tapestry of Scotland from 1–4pm, safe, warm and welcoming. 
Evening ceilidh: A ticketed ceilidh at Galashiels MacArts Centre finishes the day with traditional dancing and community spirit. 
Ongoing visibility: A youth-created exhibition at the Great Tapestry runs until 30 August, exploring LGBTQ+ identities and relationships.
A parade with colour and purpose , what the route tells you
The parade gathers at Albert Place from 11.30am and steps off at midday, rolling along Bank Street and Channel Street. Expect a bright, friendly atmosphere; banners, family groups and local organisations will make the town feel lively and inclusive. Organisers say visibility is central , both to celebrate and to signal that the Borders is a place where people belong. If you want a good photo spot, aim for the Volunteer Hall end where the march finishes and the main stage activity begins.
Why a youth space matters , safe, practical support on-site
LGBT Youth Scotland will operate a dedicated youth area at the Great Tapestry of Scotland between 1pm and 4pm. That means young people have a quieter hub away from the bustle, with trained staff and peer support. In practice this is simple but important: a calm place to chill, ask questions and connect. For parents or guardians, it’s reassuring to know there’s a supervised area designed for younger attendees.
The festival vibe , stalls, performances, and community energy
From 12.45pm to 5pm Volunteer Hall hosts stalls and live acts. Think local makers, charity stands, community groups and short-stage performances that keep the pace upbeat. This is where the Borders’ grassroots support will be most visible , volunteers, small businesses and allies will be running stalls and handing out information. Bring loose change for donations and small purchases, and wear comfortable shoes; the event is relaxed but sprawling.
After dark: a ceilidh to round things off
For those who want to keep celebrating, a ticketed ceilidh at Galashiels MacArts Centre offers a traditional, social finish. It’s a smart way to mix local culture with Pride celebration: lively music, dancing and friendly conversation. Tickets help organisers cover costs and keep daytime events free, so consider buying one to support the fledgling charity and the community it’s building.
The wider picture , what this says about the Borders
Local organisers and volunteers stress this isn’t just a party; it’s a statement about belonging at a time when anti-LGBT hate crime concerns are rising. Hosting a first-ever Pride in Galashiels signals cultural change and growing allyship across the region. It also dovetails with wider town initiatives , the Great Tapestry and business groups have been active in promoting Galashiels as a hub for events and regeneration, and this Pride adds a fresh, inclusive note to that growing calendar.
It's a small change that can make every local feel a little more visible and welcome.
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