Best Local LGBTQ+ Resources: How GayTucson.com Built a Virtual Community Centre
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Shoppers, students and newcomers are turning to GayTucson.com to see what life in Tucson actually feels like , a free, community-led hub that grew from ten hand-coded pages into a living archive, helping more than 60,000 people a year find welcoming businesses, events and support.
Essential Takeaways
Founding moment: GayTucson.com began in 2006 after a frightened couple called about moving to Tucson and couldn’t find local LGBTQ+ information.
Homegrown effort: The site started as ten HTML pages the founder taught himself to build and has stayed free for businesses and events to list.
Community centre online: Pima County Public Library recognises the site as a “virtual gay community centre,” reflecting its role in connection and history.
Audience and reach: Today the resource attracts over 60,000 users a year and preserves hundreds of local stories and listings.
Practical access: Businesses and community groups can submit listings or events at no charge to keep the directory current.
Why one phone call changed everything
A single phone call , a man trembling with fear about relocating , is the story’s human heart, and it’s what pushed the founder to act. He didn’t like the image of Tucson the couple were finding online, and he wanted to show the Tucson he knew: colourful, lived-in and welcoming. That emotional start explains why the site feels personal, not corporate, even now.
Back then the web looked very different. There were fewer local guides and almost no LGBTQ+-specific city resources, so people made judgments from broad, often misleading headlines about the whole state. Building GayTucson.com started as a practical remedy: make Tucson visible to someone who might otherwise be scared.
From ten pages to a living archive
The original plan was modest , ten pages listing LGBTQ+-friendly businesses and organisations , but the community had other ideas. Every listing prompted another question or tip, and the site expanded into nightlife, health, faith, history and events. Over the years it’s accumulated profiles, announcements and resources that now act as a form of local memory.
That archival role matters because places close and people move on. The site records stories of old bars, first dates and community milestones, which is how digital preservation can protect everyday history that might otherwise vanish.
A virtual community centre recognised locally
Pima County Public Library has called GayTucson.com a “virtual gay community center,” and that label fits. The site connects people to services and one another, and it’s been noted by Visit Tucson and the University of Arizona as a community resource. Those endorsements underline how a grassroots project can become an institutional reference point without losing its local character.
If you’re looking for practical help , from healthcare contacts to affirming faith communities , the library’s own LGBTQ+ resources complement the site, making it easier to find services across Tucson.
Free, community-led listings keep it honest
One striking choice from day one was to keep business and event submissions free. That means visibility on GayTucson.com isn’t determined by advertising budgets, it’s determined by relevance to the community. For locals and visitors that’s a relief: it’s a directory meant to be useful rather than transactional.
If you run a queer-owned or queer-friendly business in Tucson, or organise community events, submit your details. It’s a simple, low-cost way to reach people who are actively looking for welcoming places and services.
Why it still matters today
Numbers only tell part of the story: analytics show visits and page views, but they can’t measure relief, new friendships or the courage a single listing can provide to someone deciding whether Tucson could be home. That unmeasurable impact , someone not being afraid to move, or finding a first friend , is why the site endures.
The internet has changed, but the need for trusted, local LGBTQ+ information hasn’t. GayTucson.com keeps evolving while staying true to its original purpose: to show people the Tucson that residents know and love.
It's a small change that can make every move or visit feel safer and more welcome.
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