Best HalloQueen Ball Guide: What to Expect at the Salt Lake Masonic Temple Halloween Fundraiser
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Shoppers of spectacle and fans of drag are gearing up: the HalloQueen Ball returns to the Salt Lake Masonic Temple on Oct. 31, offering floors of music, bingo, costume drama and a chance to support the Utah Pride Center’s year‑round work. Here’s what to know, pack and plan for a night that’s equal parts dazzling and philanthropic.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: The HalloQueen Ball runs Oct. 31, 8 p.m.–1 a.m., at the Salt Lake Masonic Temple, 650 E. South Temple.
Tickets: $31 general admission; $100 VIP with four drinks, VIP lounge access, priority entry and expedited bars.
What’s on: Multiple floors of DJs, drag‑hosted bingo, food and beverages, and a costume contest with a $1,500 grand prize across eight categories.
Why it matters: Proceeds fund the Utah Pride Center’s community programmes, services and events year round.
Extras: Discounted hotel rates available at nearby Hilton and Kimpton properties for those turning the night into a weekend.
Opening Hook: A party with purpose
Salt Lake’s HalloQueen Ball is back and it’s loud, bold and purpose‑driven , think glitter, bass and community fundraising rolled into one. The Masonic Temple’s ornate rooms make for a dramatic backdrop, so expect a mix of theatrical lighting, thumping music and the faint scent of stage makeup.
Backstory and why it returned
The event revived last year to strong applause, drawing big crowds and memorable costumes, and the Utah Pride Center is keeping that momentum going. According to the centre’s calendar, HalloQueen sits alongside the Pride Rally, March, Festival and Parade as part of a broader slate of programming that funds services throughout the year.
Lineup, entertainment and the costume contest
You’ll find DJs across multiple floors, drag performers hosting bingo rounds and plenty of food and drink options. The costume contest is a headline moment , eight categories, a $1,500 grand prize and the sort of creative looks that’ll make your timeline. If you’re planning to enter, aim for something photo‑ready and sturdy: you’ll be on a stage and under lights, so construction and comfort matter.
Tickets and VIP perks , is it worth the upgrade?
General admission keeps it simple and affordable at $31. The $100 VIP ticket includes four drink tickets, a dedicated lounge with hors d’oeuvres, priority through security and faster bar access. If you hate queues or want a quieter spot to regroup between dancefloor runs, the upgrade is a sensible splurge , especially for couples or small groups who value convenience.
Practical tips: getting there, dressing up and staying safe
Plan transport in advance: the venue is downtown and nearby hotels are offering discounts if you want to make a weekend of it. Wear comfortable shoes if your costume has a high heel element , the night runs late. Follow the Utah Pride Center’s rules and event guidance for contest eligibility and behaviour; organisers emphasise inclusivity and community safety. And bring ID , it’s a 21‑plus event.
Community impact and the wider scene
The HalloQueen Ball isn’t just a party; ticket sales support the Utah Pride Center’s year‑round programmes, from health and education to advocacy. The centre’s calendar and news updates show this is one of several fundraising and community events that keep services running. For many attendees it’s both celebration and solidarity , a reminder that nightlife can do good.
Final thought
Dress loud, plan ahead and enjoy a night where costume drama meets community care , it’s a small change that can make every ticket feel like a gift.
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