Best New Gay Bar in Worcester Promises Community, Drag and Dance Nights
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Shoppers and locals are noticing: Worcester’s queer scene is about to get a fresh heartbeat with Vice Worcester, a new gay bar opening this autumn that aims to be more than drinks, think drag brunches, Latin dance nights and a true community hub for LGBTQ+ folks across the city.
Essential Takeaways
Opening timeframe: Vice Worcester plans to open in October or November, timed just after Worcester Pride.
Location: The bar will be at 27 Pleasant St., in the city’s central neighbourhood.
Community focus: Owners say the venue’s priority is community, not booze, with programming for many queer groups.
Diverse events: Expect Latin dance nights, drag brunches with RuPaul’s Drag Race alum DJ Patrick Joslyn, open mics, game nights and sober Sundays.
LGBTQ+ staffing: The team is recruiting an all-LGBTQ+ staff and commissioning local queer creatives, including a mural artist.
A new heart for Worcester’s queer life
Worcester’s LGBTQ+ scene is about to get louder and a little more colourful. Vice Worcester’s planned arrival this autumn signals more than another nightlife option; it’s being positioned as a galvanising social space for a city whose queer venues currently serve different corners of the community. The idea is simple and tactile, warm lighting, music you can feel, a crowd that looks like the city, and the owners say community will always come before cocktails.
Why another gay bar, and why now?
Owners Andrew Lapin and Mike Steward told Worcester Magazine they felt the city needed a place that threads together existing pockets of queer life. Worcester already has beloved spots like MB Lounge and Femme Bar, but those venues attract specific crowds. Vice Worcester wants to be the connector, a place where drag fans, Latin dancers, sober patrons and first-timers can all feel welcome. It’s a reminder that queer bars still do important civic work: they’re where people meet, organise and simply belong.
Programming that tries to include everyone
If the list of events reads like a promise to be plural, that’s deliberate. Latin dance nights and drag brunches sit alongside sober Sundays and open mics, which suggests the bar’s calendar is being designed around different needs and rhythms. Having DJ Patrick Joslyn, known to many from RuPaul’s Drag Race, on board signals a serious entertainment programme, while open mics and game nights point to low-key, community-driven evenings. Practically speaking, that variety helps the venue stay lively across the week and welcome to a broader crowd.
Local talent, local feel: hiring and art
Vice Worcester is recruiting an all-LGBTQ+ team not just behind the bar but in trades too, electricians, sound technicians and a mural artist. That choice matters: it keeps economic and creative opportunities inside the community and helps the space look and sound like Worcester. Expect a mural that speaks locally and staff who know the neighbourhood’s stories. For visitors, that means a bar that feels rooted, not generic, a place where details, from the playlist to the paint, are intentional.
How this fits into Worcester’s broader Pride and culture
The timing, opening right after Worcester Pride, feels optimistic rather than accidental. Pride events, university initiatives and local festivals have been sharpening the city’s queer profile, and another dedicated venue adds fuel to that momentum. For anyone planning a visit, it’s now easier to imagine a weekend itinerary that includes a Pride celebration, a campus event and an evening at a queer bar that aims to be inclusive and lively.
It's a small change that can make every night out feel a bit more like coming home.
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