Best Underground Pride Shows to Catch This Summer: Artin Avaznia’s Intimate Queer Night
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Shoppers of live performance, heads up: art lovers and queer communities are flocking to Underground Pride, an intimate club-night phenomenon run by Artin Avaznia that blends bold performance, music and cabaret. In cities from Toronto to Montreal it’s become a trending, grassroots way to celebrate Pride beyond the parade.
Essential Takeaways
Small, electric venues: Underground Pride happens in intimate club and theatre spaces, giving shows a close, tactile vibe and a loud, proud atmosphere.
Curated queer line-ups: Acts mix cabaret, drag, music and theatre; audiences can expect variety and surprise with each run.
Multiple cities: Nights have popped up across Canada , Toronto, Montreal and more , making the concept a portable Pride-night out.
Accessible and DIY: Events are run by artist-led collectives, often with affordable tickets and community-first programming.
Perfect for after-parade plans: These shows are a great option for folks wanting an evening with more edge and artistry than a typical festival stage.
Why Underground Pride feels like the perfect Pride-night out
There’s a warm, buzzy sensation when you step into a packed club and the lights drop , it’s intimate, a little secretive, and very alive. Underground Pride trades the sprawling festival energy for hand-picked, late-night shows that let performers take creative risks. According to event pages and local listings, hosts treat each edition like a mini-festival, blending music, spoken word and theatre into a single evening.
That intimacy is the point. Artin Avaznia’s projects have focused on queer-centred performance for years, so a club-night format feels like a natural evolution: nimble, community-driven, and able to travel between cities. If you want something soulful and a touch rough around the edges, this is the kind of show that delivers.
What to expect on the bill , variety, vulnerability and fun
These events tend to serve a mixed plate: think cabaret numbers, experimental pop sets, and drag or performance art that’s as emotional as it is theatrical. The programming is curated to foreground queer voices and offer a space where artists can experiment, so you’ll likely leave having seen something you won’t find on mainstream stages.
For those choosing which night to buy, look for descriptions that mention length of sets and whether the show is seated or standing. Standing-room club shows feel rowdy and immediate; seated theatre evenings let quieter, narrative work land. Either way, wear comfy shoes and bring friends who like to be surprised.
Where it’s happening , small venues, big impact
Underground Pride editions have been listed in Toronto and Montreal, and individual listings show up at theatres and intimate venues, so check local calendars. These spaces are often historic or DIY rooms with textured acoustics and a lived-in vibe , the kind of place where the mic stand has stories.
If you’re organising a group, book early: smaller capacities mean tickets sell fast. Organisers tend to post line-ups and ticket links on their sites and social pages, so following the event or promoter is the safest way to snag a spot.
How organisers keep it community-first and accessible
What makes these nights feel like home is the organisers. Artist-led collectives prioritise community, affordability and representation, so you’ll often see sliding-scale tickets, diverse casts, and content warnings when needed. That intentional programming helps the shows serve both celebration and care.
If you’re sensitive to crowd size or sensory input, reach out to the venue ahead of time , many hosts are happy to accommodate quieter spaces or earlier doors. And if you’re an artist, these nights are a credible platform to test new material in front of an engaged, loving audience.
Planning your night , practical tips for a smooth evening
Arrive early to beat queues and nab a good vantage point; small rooms fill fast. Bring cash for merch or bar tabs , some venues still prefer it. Check the show description for accessibility details, door policies and whether phones are discouraged during performances.
Most importantly, go in ready to listen and cheer. These are crafted nights meant to be lived in the moment: laugh loudly, clap, and let performers know you’re there for them.
It's a small change that can make your Pride evenings feel richer and more personal.
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