Best Summer Music Festivals in Redmond: FORMOSOUND Brings Taiwan’s True Colors
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Shoppers and music-lovers are turning up for FORMOSOUND, a free Taiwanese music festival in Redmond that’s uniting AAPI and LGBTQ+ communities through live performance, food, and craft vendors , a lively, all‑ages celebration where culture, pride, and indie music meet on Aug 29.
Essential Takeaways
Free and all-ages: FORMOSOUND runs 2–9pm at Redmond Downtown Park, no ticket required.
Rich lineup: Features Taiwan’s Golden Melody Award winners and nominees, plus drag artist Felicia Oh.
Community market: More than 50 AAPI vendors and 10 community groups offering food, crafts, and info.
Visibility and outreach: Event foregrounds LGBTQ+ artists and partners with Eastside Pride PNW.
Practical vibe: Expect outdoor stages, family-friendly programming, and a Media Preview Day for press.
A bright, colourful debut for Taiwanese music in the Pacific Northwest
FORMOSOUND’s first in-person Redmond show looks set to feel like a warm street fair crossed with a serious concert bill; you’ll hear pop, indie and Indigenous sounds while the scent of Taiwanese street food drifts past. The festival started online in 2021 and this weekend marks its first live festival in the region, an extension of a project that’s already built an audience for Taiwan’s contemporary music. For locals who love discovering new acts, it’s a rare chance to see Golden Melody Award nominees close to home.
Lineup highlights give the festival real credibility
The bill runs continuously from mid‑afternoon to evening and includes established names such as Henry Hsu, KuoTze & For What, Kay Huang & Arthur, Wan Fang, Sangpuy and Enno Cheng. A+ Love Music Festival’s co‑founders will close with a theme piece that reflects the event’s message. According to organisers, the programming intentionally mixes mainstream favourites with artists who represent Taiwan’s Indigenous and queer scenes, so you get variety and substance rather than just background music.
More than music: vendors, community groups and cultural ties
FORMOSOUND pairs the main stage with a bustling marketplace of more than 50 vendors , from bubble tea stalls to handmade crafts , and around ten local community organisations. Expect familiar local names alongside grassroots partners such as Indigenous sovereignty advocates and Taiwanese language groups. That market element turns the event into a cultural sampler: bring cash or a card, but also bring your curiosity and an appetite for new flavours.
Pride and representation are front and centre
This year’s theme, “I See Your True Colors,” frames the festival as a space for visibility and solidarity. A+ Love, which advocates anti‑discrimination through music in Taiwan, is making its US debut with FORMOSOUND. The programme includes a drag set by New York‑based Taiwanese performer Felicia Oh and an official partnership with Eastside Pride PNW, signalling a clear commitment to LGBTQ+ presence and programming. If representation matters to you, this is both symbolic and practical , the festival offers a safe, celebratory environment.
How to make the most of the day , tips for attendees
Arrive early to catch daytime sets and to browse vendors before the evening crowd arrives, and wear comfortable shoes for grass and park paths. Bring water, sunscreen and a lightweight jacket for the evening. Families will find kid‑friendly vibes, while those coming for interviews or photos can RSVP to the Media Preview Day on the Friday before. If you’re coming from farther afield, check transport and parking in Redmond Downtown Park to avoid festival‑day snags.
It’s a small cultural step with outsized feel: drop by, taste something new and let the music do the talking.
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