Best Roles That Shaped Michael Johnston’s Journey From Closet to Confidence
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Shoppers are leaning into stories of personal growth on screen: Michael Johnston’s rise from a terrified 19‑year‑old playing a gay teen to an openly gay actor starring in the hit thriller Obsession matters because it shows how casting can change lives, influence fans, and reshape careers.
Essential Takeaways
Early breakthrough: Johnston landed the role of Corey on Teen Wolf at 19, while still privately struggling with his sexuality.
Fan impact: He received thousands of messages from queer viewers who said Corey helped them accept themselves or come out.
Career pivot: Johnston now stars in the hit film Obsession as Bear, a straight character, while publicly embracing his identity.
Box‑office & buzz: Obsession has become a surprise success, drawing critical attention and strong box‑office returns.
Looking forward: Johnston wants more nuanced queer roles where sexuality is one part of a fully realised character.
How a Teen Wolf role felt terrifying , and why that mattered
At 19, newly arrived in Los Angeles, Johnston found himself cast as Corey, an openly gay high‑school student on MTV’s Teen Wolf, and he’s called the experience “terrifying.” Growing up in the South, he was in denial about his sexuality, so playing a character so visible and honest pushed him into uncomfortable territory. According to interviews in outlets such as Cosmopolitan and later coverage, that tension didn’t come from the show , Johnston was already beginning to confront feelings he’d long avoided. For many actors, stumbling into a part that mirrors private truth can be disorienting; for Johnston it was also formative.
When a fictional character becomes a lifeline for viewers
What surprised Johnston most was the flood of messages from fans who said Corey helped them feel less alone. Viewers told him the character helped them come out to parents or accept themselves, turning a frightening job into something deeply meaningful. That kind of response highlights how representation on mainstream TV can ripple into real lives, changing personal trajectories quietly but powerfully. If you’re casting or watching, remember: small, honest portrayals often matter far beyond screen time.
Obsession: a career reset and unexpected box‑office darling
A decade on, Johnston stars as Bear in Obsession, a psychological thriller that’s grabbed critics’ attention and audiences’ wallets. Reviews have praised the film’s unsettling hook and strong performances, and trade pieces note its impressive commercial performance, with box‑office tallies making it one of the standout original live‑action films of the year so far. Johnston’s role isn’t a queer story , Bear is straight , which shows how an actor can move between identity‑specific parts and roles where sexuality is simply one facet of a character.
Why Johnston wants more nuanced queer roles now
Even though Obsession isn’t centred on queerness, Johnston has said he’d welcome another queer role , especially one where sexuality is part of a fully realised person, not the whole plot. That’s a common ask from actors and audiences alike: representation that’s lived in, textured, and not reduced to a single storyline. Industry trends suggest more such roles are emerging, but the gap remains, so actors like Johnston advocating for richer portrayals can help shift casting choices and writers’ rooms.
Coffee, DMs and how fame softens the edges
There’s a lighter footnote to Johnston’s spotlight: a playful DM from Troye Sivan that Johnston joked about in interviews, which went viral among fans. Moments like that remind us fame brings odd perks and small joys, not just scrutiny. More seriously, Johnston’s arc , from privately struggling to openly proud and career‑minded , offers hope to young performers and viewers who might be wrestling with identity while chasing ambitions in unforgiving industries.
It's a small change that can make every role count a bit more.
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