Best Manchester Pride Fringe 2026: Dates, Fringe Programme and Tickets Guide
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Shoppers and clubbers alike are already planning for Manchester Village Pride 28–31 August 2026; community organisers have stepped in to save the weekend and a lively Pride Fringe of gigs, tours, screenings and family events now runs across the Gay Village and city venues. Here’s what to expect, how to grab tickets, and which fringe highlights not to miss.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Manchester Village Pride runs Friday 28–Monday 31 August 2026 across the Gay Village (Bloom Street, Sackville Street, Sackville Gardens) and venues citywide.
Community-run: A new community-run CIC of business owners, residents and activists relaunched the event after last year’s organiser collapsed.
Mixed ticketing: Some events are free while headline shows and specific Fringe listings require tickets , check venue pages and the official listings.
Family-friendly options: There are free community and family days, Proud Fest activities and accessible dementia-friendly events.
Varied programme: Expect guided LGBTQ+ history tours, queer cabaret, drag nights (including a Schitt’s Creek tribute), galleries, workshops and club nights.
What’s new this year , community organisers step up
Manchester Village Pride has returned for 2026 after the previous organiser folded in late 2025, and locals banded together to keep the weekend alive. The mood this year feels very much rooted in the Gay Village itself, with Bloom Street and Sackville Gardens serving as the hub. That grassroots energy shows in the fringe: small venue shows rubbing shoulders with big community gatherings, and a tangible sense that people wanted Pride to belong to the city, not just a promoter’s schedule.
Dates, venues and how to buy tickets
The long weekend runs 28–31 August with events scattered across the Gay Village and venues such as HOME, Manchester Art Gallery and the Great Northern Warehouse. Some listings are free , community days and certain gallery tours, for instance , while headline nights and theatre pieces are ticketed. Your best bet is to bookmark official listings and venue pages, buy early for popular nights, and check ticket terms and FAQs on the Manchester Village Pride site to avoid surprises.
Fringe highlights worth pencilling in
There’s a rich mix on the Fringe: themed guided walks that trace Canal Street’s history, queer cabaret and comedy at independent spaces, and club nights running across the weekend. Notable mentions include a drag celebration inspired by Schitt’s Creek, family-focused Proud Fest activities, and dementia-friendly music events at the gallery. If you like variety, pick a mix of daytime tours and one late-night show , it keeps the weekend balanced and gives you time to soak up the Gay Village atmosphere.
Planning tips , size, access and family needs
If you’re heading down with children, aim for the Family & Community Day on Monday when there’s a Lifestyle & Community Expo, drag story time and youth workshops. For older or mobility-impaired visitors, check venues for step-free access and dementia-friendly sessions such as the Music and Memory events at Manchester Art Gallery. For busy club nights, pre-book and plan travel home early , the city centre is lively and taxis can fill up fast.
Why it matters and what to watch next
This year’s return feels like a small civic victory: residents and businesses protecting a cornerstone celebration of queer life. The community-run model may set a template for other cities, with a focus on accessibility, free programming and local talent. Keep an eye on fringe drops , organisers often add events closer to the dates, so follow venue socials and the official Pride site for late additions.
It’s a small change that can make every weekend of Pride feel more personal.
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