Best Local Pride Bike Rides: Drag, Bikes and a 1.5-Mile Party to Pacific Pride Festival
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Join a colourful, welcoming roll to Pacific Pride Festival , riders meet, decorate bikes and parade together from downtown Santa Barbara to Chase Palm Park, showing what safe, joyful transport for queer communities can look like.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Meet at Bice Centro, 434 Olive St., at 9:30am, roll out at 10:15am for a 1.5-mile ride to Chase Palm Park.
Accessible and inclusive: The ride is open to all ages and abilities, no-drop and ridden at a gentle pace , easygoing and sociable.
Special guest: Local drag performer Dr. Linda, PhD, will ride in a trishaw and serve as Queen of Honor.
Extras on offer: Bike decorating station, light refreshments, and free BCycle access codes for those without bikes.
Partners and purpose: Presented by MOVE Santa Barbara County with Pacific Pride Foundation, BCycle Santa Barbara, the City’s Sustainability & Resilience Department and Cycling Without Age.
A colourful rollout , why this ride matters
This is more than a short commute; it’s a visible gesture. MOVE Santa Barbara County is leading a gentle, 1.5-mile group ride from downtown to the Pacific Pride Festival that mixes celebration with a pointed message about safety and access for queer and trans people. Expect sequins, smiles and a neighbourhood moving together , the kind of public, low-speed parade that looks and feels like a community.
Drag on wheels: Dr. Linda takes the trishaw
Dr. Linda, PhD , a UCSB-trained quantitative biologist turned drag performer and longtime local organiser , will be front and centre, riding in a Cycling Without Age trishaw and later performing on the Pacific Pride Festival stage. Her presence turns an ordinary bike ride into a small spectacle, and she’s been named Queen of Honor for the event. It’s an easy way to connect performance, activism and transport in one joyful outing.
Practical details: what to bring and how to join
Riders meet at Bice Centro, 434 Olive St., at 9:30am and depart at 10:15am to arrive in time for the 11am Pride Pet Parade at Chase Palm Park’s Family Stage. MOVE will run a bike-decorating station and hand out light refreshments, so you can arrive plain and leave glittered. If you don’t have a bike, the Santa Barbara Office of Sustainability’s BCycle For All programme provides free BCycle codes on the day , perfect for anyone keen to join but short on wheels.
Safe, no-drop riding for everyone
MOVE emphasises inclusion: the ride is designed as no-drop and suitable for all abilities, meaning the group travels together at a comfortable speed so nobody’s left behind. That approach helps families, older riders and anyone who’s cautious about traffic join in. It’s a model that shows how city rides can be social and safe, not stressful.
Why this is a small but loud policy nudge
Sarah Iannarone of MOVE frames the ride as both party and protest: many trans and queer people change how and when they travel because of safety concerns, or stop going places altogether. A bright, public ride like this demonstrates an alternative , streets where people can move together without fear. Expect local partners , including Pacific Pride Foundation, BCycle Santa Barbara, the city’s Sustainability & Resilience Department and Cycling Without Age , to see community value in those visuals.
It’s a small change that can make every ride a little safer and a lot more fun.
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