Best Visit to Erie for LGBTQ+ Seniors: AWP’s Friendly Day Out
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Take a joyful trip: Aging With Pride Erie hosted a warm, welcoming Visit to Erie for OWLS from Pittsburgh and Rainbow Pioneers from Cleveland, bringing 23 guests to Presque Isle, local shops, and a Taste of Erie reception , a small celebration that shows why local senior groups matter.
Essential Takeaways
Big turnout: 23 visiting seniors joined Aging With Pride Erie for a full-day programme that mixed nature, food and friendly faces. 
Scenic start: The Tom Ridge Environmental Center and Presque Isle gave the group wide lake views and a breezy, easygoing introduction to Erie. 
Local flavours: The "Taste of Erie" reception featured wine, sponge candy, capicola, pepperoni balls and spirit-free cocktails , all local and bite-sized. 
Community welcome: Erie’s mayor attended the reception and the group enjoyed a private dinner at Wooden Ladle , cosy, communal, celebratory. 
Neighbourhood commerce: The day included stops at Romolo’s, Larry’s Central Market and Werner Books, spotlighting small-business hospitality.
A bright, breezy start at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center
The outing kicked off with fresh air and glassy lake views that practically demanded a photo. The Tom Ridge Environmental Center sits at the tip of Presque Isle and gives visitors a sense of space and calm, which is great for a mixed-age group that wants accessible walking and a peaceful spot to gather. According to the centre’s project descriptions, its exhibitions and viewing tower make the bay and beaches easy to appreciate. For other groups planning a day trip, the centre is a low-fuss place to begin , plenty of benches, clear signage and that satisfying “we’re on holiday” feel.
Lunch and a leisurely drive around Presque Isle
After the centre the group ate at a 1950s-style diner by the park entrance, a nostalgic stop that kept things lighthearted and social. Later, the programme allowed two hours for a drive around the State Park, window shopping and sweet stops , Romolo’s for chocolate, for instance. Presque Isle State Park itself is designed for recreation, with lots of car-friendly viewpoints and gentle trails, so organisers could plan a relaxed schedule without tiring anyone out. If you’re organising a senior trip, factor in gentle transitions like this: sit-down food, short drives, and optional stops so people can join or sit out as they wish.
A Taste of Erie: small bites, big welcome
Back in town, Werner Books hosted a reception billed as a Taste of Erie, with local producers on show. The menu mixed flavours and textures , wine from a local winery, sponge candy, capicola, pepperoni balls and spirit-free cocktails , which turned the reception into a mini local-food tasting. Having the mayor there added an official, friendly note; when civic leaders show up, it signals that these visits are noticed and valued. For groups seeking to highlight community partnerships, pairing a bookstore or cultural venue with local food vendors is an elegant, walkable format.
Dinner, conversation and a private dining room
The day closed at Wooden Ladle, where the guests had the restaurant to themselves , always a treat, because private spaces make conversation easier and the pace calmer. The choice of a single restaurant for a larger group simplified logistics and ensured everyone could be seated together. For planners, booking a whole venue can be worth the price when it keeps the mood relaxed and everyone included. Some visitors returned home that evening, others stayed overnight, which shows the trip was both satisfying and, for some, the start of a longer stay.
Why days like this matter , community, connection, and practical planning
Aging With Pride Erie and visiting groups like OWLS and Rainbow Pioneers are doing more than sightseeing; they’re keeping social networks alive and visible. Small gestures , a welcoming mayor, locally sourced treats, a private dinner , add up to a sense of being seen and celebrated. If you’re organising a similar event, choose accessible venues, offer a mix of indoor and outdoor activities, and build in downtime. Those decisions make the day enjoyable for people with different energy levels and mobility needs.
It's a small change that can make every visit feel like coming home.
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