Best West End Glamour Comes to Southampton Pride: Moulin Rouge! Live in Guildhall Square
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Shoppers and revellers are gearing up for a sparkling surprise as Ann Sophie, who plays Satine in Moulin Rouge! The Musical, brings the show's show-stopping number "Firework" to the Pride Stage in Guildhall Square on Saturday 29 August, tying the theatre's September run to Southampton Pride's 10th anniversary.
Essential Takeaways
Star performance: Ann Sophie will sing "Firework" live on the Pride Stage, a taste of the West End in the city centre.
Event date and place: The free performance is scheduled for Saturday 29 August at Guildhall Square, coinciding with Southampton Pride festivities.
Local partnership: Mayflower Theatre is a bronze partner of Southampton Pride, deepening ties between the venue and the LGBTQ+ community.
Anniversary celebration: The appearance marks part of Southampton Pride Trust's 10th anniversary programming, aimed at bringing glamour and spectacle to the festival.
Preview of a run: The pop-up performance promotes Moulin Rouge! The Musical’s upcoming run at the Mayflower Theatre in September, helping build buzz.
A show-stopping tease for Pride weekend
Ann Sophie’s arrival on the Pride Stage promises a bright, theatrical moment , think glitter, big vocals and that unmistakable Moulin Rouge! energy. According to event organisers, the piece is intended as a high-glamour taster ahead of the Mayflower Theatre run in September. It’s the sort of theatrical stunt that makes you stop, watch and grin, and it’s bound to be one of those local moments people share across their socials.
Why the Mayflower and Southampton Pride are leaning in together
The Mayflower Theatre has supported Southampton Pride for several years, and now the partnership is stepping up as a bronze sponsor and event collaborator. Julianne Watling-McCarthy, director of Southampton Pride Trust, has described the tie-up as a natural fit for the festival’s tenth anniversary , bringing professional theatre resources and star power into a community celebration. For the Mayflower, it’s also a tidy way to showcase forthcoming programming to new audiences.
What this means for the city's cultural calendar
This pop-up performance underlines a broader trend of theatres taking shows outside the auditorium to reach people where they are. For Southampton, that means Guildhall Square becomes a stage and the Pride weekend gains a centrepiece that’s both accessible and theatrical. If you’re scouting for what to catch this autumn, consider this a low-effort, high-reward preview before booking a seat at the Mayflower.
Practical tips if you’re going
Arrive early for a good view , Guildhall Square fills up fast during Pride. Expect lively crowds, a festive atmosphere and quick-moving performances, so bring water and wear comfortable shoes. If you’re planning to see the full musical in September, treat this as a teaser: the outdoor number will be shorter than the stage show but should give a clear flavour of the production’s glamour.
A bit of spectacle with community heart
This is theatre doing what it does best: making a public moment feel special. The collaboration between the Mayflower and Southampton Pride is a reminder that big-stage entertainment can amplify community events and help local festivals feel celebratory and inclusive. For Pride organisers and theatre fans alike, it’s a neat win.
It's a small theatrical flourish that should make the weekend sparkle.
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