Best Orlando Out Fest 2026 Plans: What to Expect From the Queer Arts Festival Return
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Shoppers of culture and fans of queer performance are celebrating: Orlando Out Fest returns Sept 10–13 with 21 shows across The Center Orlando, Renaissance Theatre Company and Savoy Orlando, plus a free opening party on Sept 9 , a bigger, community‑minded comeback after last year’s pause.
Essential Takeaways
Dates and venues: Sept 10–13 across The Center Orlando, The Renaissance Theatre Company and the Starlight Room at Savoy Orlando, with a free opening party Sept 9.
Scale: 21 shows and events, mixing theatre, film, music, drag and burlesque , local and national artists.
Highlights to watch: Films featuring Orlando drag icon Miss Sammy and Lily Gladstone, plus stand‑up, burlesque and Midnight Male Review benefit shows.
Ticketing: Club Fringe members get early access Aug 21; general public sales open Aug 24.
Community feel: Strong partnerships signal a broader footprint and shared support among queer institutions.
A comeback that feels joyful and necessary
The loudest note here is relief , and a little excitement. After the planned 2025 edition was shelved while Orlando Fringe reworked finances and sustainability, Out Fest is back in force with a crowd‑pleasing mix of theatre, film and live performance. The festival’s return feels celebratory and practical; it’s about visibility, yes, but also about rebuilding with partners who can keep it steady.
Who’s curating and why it matters
George Wallace, executive director of The Center Orlando and a former head of Orlando Fringe, is at the curatorial helm. He’s described the role as marrying his passions for theatre and LGBTQ service, and that perspective shows in the program: a deliberate blend of local talent and touring queer artists. That mix helps the festival feel rooted yet ambitious , exactly what you want when a community festival stages a comeback.
What’s on stage and on screen
Expect variety. The programme includes established Fringe favourites , stand‑up, storytelling, drag, and burlesque , alongside new cinematic work. Films like A Day in the Life of Miss Sammy and Greetings from Queertown: Orlando put local histories in focus, while Two Eyes brings a high‑profile performance presence to the line‑up. For late‑night crowd pleasers, Savoy’s Midnight Male Review and interactive screenings presented by Watermark Out News promise playful, social viewing.
Why partnerships are the secret sauce
This year’s footprint expands because Fringe teamed up with key queer institutions across the city. The partnerships spread shows into familiar, welcoming spaces and share resources, making the festival more resilient than a one‑venue event. Tempestt Halstead, Fringe’s artistic director, pointed to those collaborations as central to the return , and you can see why: shared venues mean bigger audiences, more cross‑pollination of communities, and a programme that feels city‑wide.
How to make the most of the festival
Plan like a local. Decide what you want first: cinema, drag, or experimental theatre, then book early , Club Fringe members get first dibs on Aug 21, with public sales from Aug 24. For group nights, pick shows at the same venue to avoid dashing across town. And bring cash or small change: community festivals still favour street‑level hospitality and popup vendors that like the simplicity.
It’s a small change that can make every show feel like a homecoming.
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