Best Foyle Pride Festival Events to Catch This August in Derry
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Shoppers and culture‑seekers are marking calendars as Derry’s Foyle Pride Festival unfolds, offering a packed week of free and ticketed events across the city , from family crafts and parades to workshops, films and late‑night parties, giving the whole community ways to celebrate, learn and connect.
Essential Takeaways
Wide mix of events: workshops, film screenings, live music, family activities and late‑night parties across venues like Cultúrlann Uí Chanáin, the Guildhall and Sandinos. 
Accessible options: many free events and low‑cost tickets , think £3–£15 for films, talks and shows, with some headline parties priced around £10. 
Family friendly and 18+ options: daytime activities aimed at families and children, plus designated 18+ gigs and club nights in the evenings. 
Community focus: panels and writing workshops centre queer history, solidarity and lived experience, while grassroots projects like Queer Sheds offer ongoing meetups. 
Lively highlights: the Foyle Pride Parade on Saturday is the festival high point, followed by live music, a family fun area and an official closing party.
What’s on that’s free and cheerful , perfect for families
There’s a pleasantly varied daytime programme that won’t empty your wallet, with Family Crafts at The Playhouse running from noon and a free Creative Queers Art Market at Cultúrlann Uí Chanáin. The family fun area behind the Guildhall and a silent disco in the Playhouse later on mean you can bring children and still slip away for grown‑up moments. If you’re planning with little ones, arrive early for crafts and aim to catch the daytime music rather than evening club shows.
Workshops, talks and queer storytelling , the festival’s reflective side
The programme deliberately balances party and politics. There are multiple writing workshops, a bi‑lingual live literature evening, and a panel titled First They Came for Our Trans Siblings… Why Solidarity Matters. According to local listings, these sessions are designed to archive lived experience and foster allyship. If you want depth, book the paid writing workshop with Michael McCann or drop into community sessions in Cultúrlann Uí Chanáin to hear personal stories and pick up practical ways to support.
Film nights and late‑night culture , cosy or clubby choices
Film buffs have options across the week, with screenings such as Queer as Punk and Queers for Years in intimate venues like Bennigans Bar and the Nerve Centre. Prices are low so it’s an easy night out, and the venues give a small, communal vibe. When midnight rolls in, Sandinos hosts DJ sets and the Official Closing Party features artists including The Camp Vamps and David Hoyle , ticketed, adult‑only nights if you want full festival club energy.
Parade day , how to join in and what to expect
Saturday’s parade assembles at the North West Transport Hub at 1pm and steps off at 2pm, moving down Shipquay Street towards the Guildhall. Expect colourful floats, community groups and an easygoing street atmosphere; the Guildhall then hosts live music from 3pm and a family zone. If you plan to march, wear comfortable shoes, bring water, and consider a small banner or costume , the parade is as much a place for joyful presence as for protest.
Practical tips for getting the most from Foyle Pride
Book paid events in advance , popular workshops and shows carry modest fees and will sell. Check age restrictions: some headline nights are 18+ while daytime events welcome families. Use central venues , Cultúrlann Uí Chanáin, The Playhouse, the Guildhall and Sandinos cluster together and are walkable. And if you want quieter engagement, hit the archives workshops and Queer Sheds meetup for conversation rather than clubbing.
It's a small change that can make every visit more meaningful , pick a mix of party, panel and parade that suits you.
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