Best River City Pride Gayla: A New Upscale LGBTQIA+ Gala in Evansville
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Celebrate boldly: River City Pride is launching its first-ever Gayla in Evansville on Thursday 17 September, an adults-only, creative-formal evening of plated dinner, live entertainment, awards and a silent auction that spotlights community, advocacy and colourful self-expression.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Thursday 17 September at Helms Hall, Evansville; tickets on sale now and end 1 September. 
Who it's for: 21+ event aimed at community leaders, allies, local businesses, artists and advocates. 
What to expect: Plated dinner by Chef Lo, live entertainment, community awards, silent auction and updates on River City Pride initiatives. 
Dress code: Creative formal , think colourful, artistic or vintage glam rather than strict black tie. 
Purpose: Funds raised will support River City Pride’s outreach, education and LGBTQIA+ programmes across the Tri-State.
Why this Gayla matters , an upscale celebration with purpose
River City Pride is stepping into new territory with a grown-up, upscale gala that still feels warm and community-minded. The mood is festive rather than formal; you’ll notice a plated meal, low lights and performances, but the point is connection. Organisers say proceeds fuel local programmes, so a night of good food and entertainment also translates into practical support for LGBTQIA+ services in the Tri-State.
Colour outside the lines , the theme and what to wear
The theme, Colour Outside the Lines, invites guests to show up as their fullest selves. So swap the predictable suit or basic black dress for something that sings , bold hues, sculptural accessories or vintage glamour are all encouraged. If you want guidance, aim for a creative-formal balance: polished silhouettes with one playful or artistic element. It’s a good excuse to try a daring look while feeling perfectly at home.
The programme , food, awards and community highlights
Expect an evening structured around dinner, performances and recognition. Chef Lo provides a plated menu, while the stage showcases local talent and community award recipients. There’s a silent auction too, a classic gala touch that lets guests bid on experiences or items while supporting River City Pride’s work. It’s designed to be equal parts celebration and civic-minded gathering.
Who’s coming , networking, allies and local impact
Organisers expect a mix of community leaders, healthcare professionals, artists, small businesses and allies. That diversity turns the Gayla into more than a party , it’s a place to meet partners, discover local initiatives and hear directly about priorities for the year ahead. If you’re involved in local causes or simply want to be more connected, this is a discreet, social way to plug in.
Tickets, logistics and practical tips
Tickets close on 1 September, so don’t wait until the week of the event. Helms Hall is centrally located and suited to an intimate, elegant evening; arrive a little early to enjoy pre-dinner mingling. If you plan to dress creatively, test your outfit for comfort , heels, elaborate headpieces or tricky fabrics can matter on a night that includes sitting, dining and moving between auction tables. Consider donating auction items if you represent a local business , it’s a visible way to support the cause.
It's a small change that can make every celebration count.
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