Best New Queer Slasher Film Turning Heads at Cannes and Beyond
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Shoppers are flocking to festival write-ups as Gillian Anderson and Hannah Einbinder star in Teenage Sex and Death at Camp Miasma, a queer slasher that's become a surprise Cannes favourite and a talking-point for fans of genre, fandom and explicit queer storytelling. Here's why it matters.
Essential Takeaways
Star power: Gillian Anderson and Hannah Einbinder headline a buzzy new queer slasher that won the Queer Palm at Cannes. 
Tone: The film mixes horror thrills with playful, sensual energy , think popcorn, gummies and giddy dread. 
Themes: It tackles fandom, parasocial obsession, sexual trauma and trans joy in a meta, self-aware package. 
Audience reaction: Early screenings inspired passionate responses; viewers feel ownership and delight. 
Practical: If you love genre homages and sapphic stories, this is explicitly queer and deliberately so.
Why this little slasher is suddenly everywhere
The loudest story isn’t just the gore , it’s the reaction. According to festival coverage, the film's Cannes premiere triggered an outpouring of cheers and conversation that even surprised its veteran stars. The combination of a culty slasher premise and openly queer storytelling has made it feel fresh and immediate, with audiences reporting visceral, joyful responses. For cinema-goers tired of safe takes, this one lands like a thrill.
Gillian Anderson: a career twist that still surprises
Gillian Anderson has spent decades on-screen, so it’s striking that this project is drawing a new kind of attention. Critics and festival observers note she brings a strange, reclusive glamour to the role of Billy Presley, an aging horror icon , and that contrast with her past work is part of the film’s magnetism. It’s a reminder that even established actors can find a smaller, riskier project that suddenly reframes their career in the public eye.
Jane Schoenbrun’s personal touch and the film’s queer heart
Festival profiles explain that the filmmaker poured personal experience into the script, especially around post-transition joy, dissociation and sexual trauma. That honesty gives the horror beats extra weight: scares don’t sit in isolation but sit beside moments of real pleasure and reclamation. If you’re choosing films by emotional specificity, this one signals that the director’s own life informs the story in a way that’s tactile and, yes, celebratory.
Fandom, parasociality and the meta thrill
At the centre is a story about being a fan and being the object of fandom, and reviewers have picked up on how neatly the film dissects that dynamic. The lead character’s obsession with an old horror star becomes a vehicle to explore identity, projection and intimacy. For anyone who’s ever idolised a performer , online or off , the movie gives a sly, sometimes uncomfortable mirror that still manages to be affectionate.
Why queer representation here feels different
Cast interviews and reports stress that the film is intentionally and explicitly queer rather than merely queer-coded. For many queer viewers, that directness matters: it replaces inference with clear romantic and sexual language, making the sapphic elements unmistakable. If you want representation that’s upfront and sensual rather than hinted at, this is the kind of film that delivers.
What critics and festival-goers are saying , and what to expect
Reviews from Cannes and subsequent festival stops fall on the enthusiastic side: praise for performances, a clever meta script and the way joy and horror are braided together. Expect smart, referential horror rather than straight-up slasher formula; think of it as a party in a cabin that’s equal parts nostalgia and new-wave queerness. If you plan to see it, go ready to react , screaming and laughing are both acceptable.
It's a small shift in the genre , more joy, more honesty , that could change what mainstream horror looks like next.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [2], [4]- Paragraph 2: [1], [6]- Paragraph 3: [4], [3]- Paragraph 4: [1], [5]- Paragraph 5: [1], [6]- Paragraph 6: [2], [7]
Bibliography
1. https://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/artsandculture/arid-41897209.html - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.vogue.com/article/teenage-sex-and-death-at-camp-miasma-cannes-review - Vogue's review of 'Teenage Sex and Death at Camp Miasma' highlights the film's unique blend of horror and queer themes. Directed by Jane Schoenbrun, the movie stars Gillian Anderson and Hannah Einbinder. The narrative follows Kris, a queer filmmaker, who is hired to reboot a slasher franchise and becomes entangled with the original film's reclusive star, Billy Presley, portrayed by Anderson. The film premiered at the 2026 Cannes Film Festival, receiving critical acclaim for its originality and depth.
https://www.festival-cannes.com/en/2026/un-certain-regard-opening-film-who-is-jane-schoenbrun-the-filmmaker-behind-teenage-sex-and-death-at-camp-miasma/ - This article from the Cannes Film Festival's official website introduces Jane Schoenbrun, the director of 'Teenage Sex and Death at Camp Miasma.' It discusses Schoenbrun's filmmaking style, which often explores queer themes and diverse identities. The piece provides insights into the director's background and their approach to storytelling, setting the context for the film's premiere in the Un Certain Regard section at the 2026 Cannes Film Festival.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/05/15/teenage-sex-death-camp-miasma-cannes-schoenbrun/068d78e0-507f-11f1-97e7-22c6c29ff0d8_story.html - The Washington Post covers the premiere of 'Teenage Sex and Death at Camp Miasma' at the 2026 Cannes Film Festival. The article highlights the film's bold and bloody approach, starring Hannah Einbinder and Gillian Anderson. It discusses the film's impact on the festival and provides insights into the filmmakers' experiences during the premiere.
https://apnews.com/article/1586772bced9cf6f3ca00cb30694d1d7 - Associated Press reports on the premiere of 'Teenage Sex and Death at Camp Miasma' at the 2026 Cannes Film Festival. The article details the film's reception, noting the ecstatic response from audiences. It also delves into the film's themes and the filmmakers' perspectives on its creation and significance.
https://www.cinemablend.com/movies/teenage-sex-and-death-at-camp-miasma-reviews-hannah-einbinder-gillian-anderson-slasher - CinemaBlend provides a comprehensive review of 'Teenage Sex and Death at Camp Miasma,' focusing on the performances of Hannah Einbinder and Gillian Anderson. The article discusses the film's originality, psychosexual themes, and the critical acclaim it has received, including high ratings from various publications.
https://www.techradar.com/streaming/entertainment/teenage-sex-and-death-at-camp-miasma-mubi-review - TechRadar offers a review of 'Teenage Sex and Death at Camp Miasma,' emphasizing its heartfelt and genre-bending nature. The article praises Gillian Anderson's performance and the film's exploration of queer themes within a horror-reboot premise. It highlights the film's transformative and epiphanic qualities.
image1.jpg
GAMP LAKEVIEV |§
CABINS 10-20 K





