Best New Documentary to Remember Early AIDS Victims: Mijn broer and Bart Davidse’s Story
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Shoppers of memory and viewers alike are rediscovering a quiet, painful piece of Dutch history in Mijn broer, a new documentary that honours Bart Davidse , a talented young artist from Zeeland who died of AIDS forty years ago, and whose funeral was refused by local churches.
Essential Takeaways
Personal focus: Mijn broer centres on Koert Davidse’s memories, family diaries and friends’ testimonies to rebuild Bart’s life. 
Cultural silence: Bart’s sexuality was largely hidden within a deeply religious farming family, and his name wasn’t spoken at his funeral. 
Historical context: The film revisits 1980s fear and ignorance about AIDS, when knowledge was limited and stigma high. 
Art as legacy: Bart’s drawings, preserved by his brother, were shown publicly at Amsterdam Pride, giving his work a belated public life. 
Local impact: The documentary exposes how no churches in Zeeland would hold his funeral, highlighting the intersection of religion and prejudice.
A quiet life, a louder memory
The documentary opens with a human, tactile detail: notebooks and pencil sketches, the soft graphite lines of a life sketched rather than shouted. According to Dutch radio coverage, Koert, Bart’s brother, guides us through those pages, reading diaries and recounting family moments. The effect is immediate , you sense a shy, artistic soul who slipped from a provincial farm to Amsterdam’s freer, rougher creative scene.
The film was shaped in part from intimate archival items, and broadcasters and film sites report it’s a personal tribute rather than a polemic. That makes it gentler to watch, but no less damning about the social climate that made Bart’s death both lonely and shrouded.
How Zeeland and the church shaped the silence
Back in the 1980s, the Netherlands was changing fast in cities but could remain conservative at the edges. As the documentary and several Dutch film pages note, Bart came from a devout farming family in Zeeland, where the church carried moral authority. When AIDS arrived in the public imagination as a disease tied to gay men, small communities often reacted with fear instead of support.
Koert’s testimony , and the stark detail that Bart’s name wasn’t spoken at his funeral , shows how family loyalty, religious belief, and shame can combine to erase a person’s identity. That erasure is exactly what the film aims to undo.
Portrait of an artist finally seen
One of the documentary’s most moving beats is how Bart’s art resurfaces. Koert kept drawings and sketches for decades, and they were displayed at a recent Amsterdam Pride event, giving a public face to a private talent. Film listings and festival mentions describe the pieces as delicate and revealing, the kind of work that makes you feel the artist’s presence even after they’re gone.
For viewers, the art provides a sensory anchor: you can almost feel the paper texture, smell the graphite, and imagine the person behind the marks. It’s a reminder that cultural memory often comes through objects , diaries, drawings, scrapbooks , that survivors safeguard.
Revisiting AIDS history without sensationalism
The documentary places Bart’s life in the broader context of the early AIDS crisis, when medical knowledge was scarce and stigma rampant. Dutch broadcasters who discussed the film emphasise its measured tone; Mijn broer doesn’t exploit tragedy, it documents how fear shaped choices and responses.
That approach matters: it allows audiences to learn about the period’s ignorance and the consequences for individuals like Bart, while also recognising how communities have changed , and where they still need to change.
What viewers should watch for and why it matters
If you watch Mijn broer, look out for the interplay between personal diaries and public testimony. The film is a study in quiet resistance: reclaiming a name, returning an artist to public view, and confronting how institutions once failed him. It’s also a gentle lesson in how memory work happens , through preservation, storytelling and acts of public recognition.
For families or communities dealing with loss today, the documentary offers a practical reminder: keep letters, keep art, and consider how telling a life’s story can heal old wounds.
It’s a small but important reclaiming , a brother’s effort to make sure Bart is finally remembered for who he was.
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