Best Halloween Escape: Wicked Manors 2026 and Wilton Manors Weekend Getaway
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Pack your glitter and your best costume , Wicked Manors 2026 is calling. Gay travellers from across the US are making Wilton Manors, Florida, their Halloween HQ for a glittering, big-street masquerade that’s fun, loud, and easy to pair with a beachfront mini-break.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Wicked Manors happens on Halloween night, October 31, along Wilton Drive in Wilton Manors, just north of Fort Lauderdale. 
What to expect: Two stages of live entertainment, a fierce costume contest, street food and bars, and a crowd that’s roughly 40,000 strong. 
Tickets & upgrades: General admission starts low, early-bird prices run through October 1; premium and VIP tiers add drink tickets, indoor lounges, and extra comforts. 
Stay suggestions: Fort Lauderdale beachfront hotels like the Pelican Grand Beach Resort put you a short ride from the festivities and give you a beachy wind-down. 
Vibe note: The event is the Pride Center at Equality Park’s signature fundraiser and a showcase of one of Florida’s most LGBTQ+ friendly cities.
Why Wicked Manors feels like the Halloween event you actually want to attend
If you picture Halloween as bright feathers, loud music and a friendly melee of costume creativity, Wilton Manors delivers. The street closure along Wilton Drive creates a carnival-like corridor where performers, DJs and a very committed crowd dominate the scene. The atmosphere is upbeat and theatrical; you’ll smell street food, hear a DJ drop a remix, and see a knockout costume every few steps.
According to the organisers, the event doubles as the main fundraiser for The Pride Center at Equality Park, so it’s not just a party , it’s civic celebration too. For many queer travellers, that mix of community purpose and pure revelry makes it worth the trip.
Tickets, tiers and tips: how to get the most from your night
Tickets start affordably for general admission, with early-bird deals worth grabbing before October 1. If you’re planning to drink and mingle, premium options include drink tickets and shorter queues, while VIP goes full comfort , think air-conditioned lounge access, complimentary bites and a full open bar.
A practical tip: buy early and decide what experience you want. If you’re costume-building, allow time to get into makeup and secure a meeting spot with friends , the crowd moves fast and signal can get patchy.
Where to stay: beachside recovery and seaside breakfasts
You don’t have to sleep in the thick of Wilton Manors to be part of the fun. Fort Lauderdale’s beachfront hotels, including the Pelican Grand Beach Resort, put sand and sea on your morning agenda. The Pelican leans nautical and contemporary, with a lazy river and an ocean-facing restaurant that’s perfect for Sunday brunch recovery.
Staying on the beach adds a little calm after the mayhem, and it’s easy to hop between the two spots by rideshare or a short drive. If budget’s a concern, look for nearby hotels in Fort Lauderdale that offer shuttle options or simple parking , you’ll thank yourself at 2am when taxis get busy.
How Wilton Manors became a must-visit queer destination
Wilton Manors markets itself proudly as a welcoming, walkable city with a dense circuit of bars, restaurants and queer-owned businesses. The city partners with The Pride Center to stage this large-scale event, which helps ensure public safety and a smooth logistics plan for tens of thousands of attendees.
This isn’t just a single-night spectacle , the town supports a year-round queer scene, so if you can stretch the trip to a long weekend you’ll find galleries, cafés and nightlife that keep the good vibes rolling.
Costumes, competition and etiquette: be part of the fun without being the drama
Expect fierce costume competition and a crowd that loves to pose for photos. Bring a small bag for essentials, wear comfortable shoes, and keep hydration in mind , Florida nights can still be humid in October. Respect private-property boundaries along the route and follow staff directions around stages and vendor areas.
If you’re new to large events, set meet-up points with friends and charge your phone. And yes, embrace the ridiculous: whether you go Dolly Parton-gone-rogue or a full-on themed group, this is an event that rewards imagination.
It’s a small change that can make every Halloween feel more spectacular.
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