Best Fiertés Carolos Guide: What to Expect at Charleroi’s Queer-Friendly Festival
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Buzzing with music, colour and community, Charleroi’s Fiertés Carolos return on 29 August with a bigger queer-friendly line-up, a riverside location and family-friendly programming , here’s what to pack, where to go and why this year feels fresh.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: The second edition of Fiertés Carolos takes place on 29 August on the Quais de Sambre in central Charleroi, starting at 13:00. 
What’s on: A village of associations, workshops, glitter and face-painting, live radio TV show Gender Baby, Miss Freak Adèle on music duties and a giant dance contest from 14:00. 
Atmosphere: More overtly queer-friendly than past Love Festivals, with a playful, inclusive vibe and plenty of chances to learn, meet and celebrate. 
Practical: Expect outdoor stages, food options nearby, family-friendly activities and signage for accessibility; bring sun protection and a reusable water bottle. 
A livelier, queerer celebration , first sight and vibe
Walk up to the Quais de Sambre and you’ll notice the sparkle before anything else, a bright, convivial hum that feels part street party, part community fair. The Maison Arc-en-Ciel (MAC) has shifted the old Fêtes de l'Amour into something more explicitly queer-friendly, and it shows in the programme: more drag, more outreach, more places to ask questions and feel seen. It’s a festival that’s meant to welcome curiosity as much as celebration, with sensory details , glitter stations, upbeat DJ sets and the smell of street food wafting from nearby stalls.
What the new riverside location brings
Moving the event to the Quais de Sambre puts the action in the heart of the city and gives organisers room to expand the village of associations. The riverside setting makes the day feel open and relaxed, perfect for families and groups who want to wander between workshops, stalls and stages. According to the city’s listings, this location also links well with other summer events on the calendar, so you could make a day of it and explore nearby markets or the food-truck scene afterwards.
Programme highlights and who to watch
Expect a mix of live entertainment and participatory moments. Miss Freak Adèle will be in charge of the musical flow, while Television’s Gender Baby show will broadcast live with Kriss and Anthony , a neat way to mix local media with street-level festival energy. The giant dance contest from 14:00 promises big smiles and audience engagement; if you’re coming with kids or friends, it’s a fun watch. There’ll also be face-painting, glitter booths and awareness stands where you can get practical information in a friendly, low-pressure environment.
Why this matters: outreach, visibility and practical tips
MAC’s takeover and the festival’s queer-forward tilt matter because public celebrations shape attitudes. Events like this combine joy and education, and many local associations use the day to answer questions about health, rights and community support. If you’re planning to attend, wear comfortable shoes, bring sunscreen and a small bag for leaflets and freebies. If you’re sensitive to crowds or loud sound, look up the layout before you go and identify quieter corners; organisers usually publish maps and schedules on the city page.
How to join in and what to bring
Arrive early when the village opens at 13:00 to catch workshops and grab a good spot for the live show. Bring a reusable water bottle, some cash for food trucks and a light jacket for the evening breeze by the river. Volunteer-run stalls often welcome donations or questions, so don’t be shy , these events thrive on participation. And if you want a keepsake, the glitter and face-paint stalls make for instant festival selfies.
It's a small change that can make every celebration feel more welcoming.
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