Best New Horror Sequel: Why Influencers (2025) Tops the Original
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Shoppers and streamers are flocking to a rare kind of sequel that improves on its predecessor; Influencers (2025) is sharper, queerer and more unsettling than 2022’s Influencer, and it matters because it makes social media horror feel urgent again.
Essential Takeaways
Sharper stakes: The sequel moves the action from a Thai island to Paris and Bali, giving scenes a sleek, international feel and higher tension.
Queer-centred conflict: The film doubles down on character chemistry between CW and Diane while deepening Madison’s trauma and rage.
Social-media horror: Doxxing, disbelief and viral mob behaviour drive the plot, making the threat feel contemporary and mean.
Performance highlights: Cassandra Naud and Emily Tennant anchor the film with a cat-and-mouse energy, while Georgina Campbell adds a disquieting new presence.
Watch with caution: The movie leans into psychological dread rather than jump-scare cheapness; it’s unnerving, talk-worthy and built for night-time viewing.
A sequel that actually ups the ante
Influencers wastes no time escalating the original’s premise, shifting locations to Paris and later Bali to create a globe-trotting nightmare that feels both roomy and claustrophobic. The city scenes hum with a chilly glamour , cafés, cobbled streets and slick apartments , while the tropical setting twists sunlit paradise into predator territory. According to festival coverage and reviews, the production uses setting as a pressure cooker, so you’ll feel the tension in your chest rather than just on screen.
The decision to relocate matters: it lets the director play with different social textures , European publicity machines, influencer circuits, island-offline communities , and that variety keeps the story fresh. If you liked the first film’s intimacy, expect more scale here but the same surgical focus on online cruelty.
Madison’s revenge is messy and believable
The sequel centres on Madison’s attempt to reclaim her narrative after being doxxed and gaslit online. Emily Tennant turns that fury into a believable propulsion; she’s hungry for proof and increasingly unmoored as the internet bends reality against her. Reviews emphasise how the film makes you feel the isolating compression of being disbelieved, which is a rare, specific kind of horror.
That emotional core is key: it stops the movie being a hollow commentary and grounds the thriller beats. If you’re choosing between horror for scares or for something that lingers, pick the latter , this one stays with you.
CW and Diane: more than a twist
Cassandra Naud’s CW has grown into a dangerous, charismatic figure, now entangled with Diane (Lisa Delamar). Their relationship gives the film a queer heartbeat and injects moral complexity into the hunt. Where the first movie painted CW as a provocative enigma, the sequel teases charm and menace side by side, making her both attractive and terrifying.
Critics note that leaning into queer relationships isn’t a gimmick here; it deepens motives and stakes. For viewers who want representation that’s messy and real rather than tokenistic, this delivers.
New faces and alt-right menace
The sequel populates its world with fresh influencer archetypes , polished newcomers like Charlotte and performative conservative couples , who reflect the platform cultures that feed and reward cruelty. Georgina Campbell’s turn, singled out by several festival write-ups, brings a textured presence that unsettles without trying too hard.
The film also flirts with political commentary; trolls and alt-right-adjacent figures surface, making the social-media ecosystem feel fraught and weaponised. That context makes the thriller feel like a timely parable about how public shaming and performative outrage can ruin lives.
Why fans and critics are calling for a trilogy
Many listeners and reviewers describe the ending as provocative , equal parts satisfying and teasing , which is why conversations about a trilogy are already underway. The creative team leaves room for further escalation, and audiences seem eager for a capper that either redeems or topples the surviving players.
If you stream it, consider watching with headphones and a friend; the film rewards close attention and sparks debate about culpability, spectacle and who profits from horror.
It's a small change that can make every scare feel sharper.
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