Best Moments from WorldPride Amsterdam: Why a Selfie Wasn’t the Strongest Scene
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Shoppers and activists alike turned their eyes to Amsterdam during WorldPride, where global leaders, art installations and frontline stories converged , and showed why visibility still matters. Mark Segal, Stonewall pioneer and founder of the Philadelphia Gay News, returned from the festival moved by quiet, powerful encounters that went beyond a prime minister’s selfie.
Essential Takeaways
High-profile recognition: Netherlands Prime Minister Rob Jetten posed with Stonewall pioneer Mark Segal and Amsterdam Mayor Femke Halsema, signalling political visibility for LGBTQ+ leadership.
Striking installation: The Zero Flags Project displayed 63 national flags that criminalise homosexuality, each paired with its prescribed punishment, creating a sober, visual tally.
War and service on display: A KharkivPride/Kyiv Pride exhibit highlighted LGBTQ+ Ukrainian soldiers, juxtaposing frontline duty with unequal civil rights.
Cultural inquiry: Filmmaker Sharon “Rocky” Roggio’s documentary probes how the word “homosexual” entered modern Bible translations and what that’s meant for faith communities.
Intergenerational connection: A filmed conversation between Segal and a 23-year-old Nigerian influencer underscored shared aims across age and geography.
A selfie with a prime minister , notable, but not the point
The image of Mark Segal with Prime Minister Rob Jetten and Amsterdam’s mayor felt celebratory, and it should. According to public reports, Jetten , one of the few openly gay heads of government , told Segal people like him made such political progress possible. Photos like that are warm, optimistic and make great headlines, but Segal says the trip’s most affecting moments were quieter and heavier. That’s worth pausing on; visibility in leaders matters, but so does the work that preceded it.
Zero Flags Project: a visual tally that stings
The Zero Flags Project’s outdoor installation stopped people in their tracks with 63 flags from nations where same-sex relations remain criminalised, each accompanied by the sentence that applies. The effect is both stark and tactile , you can almost feel the weight of those laws when you walk past the flags. The project’s stated aim is blunt: keep the flags flying until there are none left. It’s the kind of activism that uses simple design to refuse complacency, and it’s a reminder that progress is uneven around the world.
Ukrainian LGBTQ+ soldiers: bravery in two registers
Inside a conference hall, an exhibit from KharkivPride and Kyiv Pride folded the war in Ukraine into the Pride conversation by featuring LGBTQ+ soldiers in uniform. Images and testimony, including from officers like Alina Shevchenko, emphasised that these service members shoulder the same duties as their peers while often lacking equal rights at home. Reuters and AP coverage have also traced how Pride in Ukrainian cities shifted from shelter-bound gatherings to open marches, and those shifts carry profound emotional resonance at events like WorldPride.
A film that asks how a word changed culture
Philadelphia filmmaker Sharon Roggio , often billed as Rocky , screened material from 1946: The Mistranslation That Shifted Culture, a documentary tracing when and why the modern Bible came to include the term “homosexual.” The film blends archival research with a personal through-line about her relationship with her minister father, making theology and family feel intimately connected. It’s the kind of work that reframes debates about religion and sexuality, suggesting translation choices have had ripple effects for decades.
Young voices, old lessons: intergenerational solidarity
One of the trip’s most touching moments came when Segal joined Junie, a 23‑year‑old influencer from Nigeria, for an opening-session conversation. Despite a generational gap and starkly different contexts , Nigeria still criminalises same-sex relationships , the two found common ground in desire and strategy. It’s a useful corrective to the idea that activism divides neatly by age; sometimes the shared goal is enough to short-circuit differences and offer mutual encouragement.
Closing line It’s a small change that can make every moment of Pride , the rallies, the art, the conversations , feel more urgent and real.
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