Best Perthshire Pride Moments: How a Small City Made a Big Statement for LGBTQ+ Community
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Celebrating vibrancy and solidarity, Perthshire Pride drew crowds to Perth’s North Inch for a colourful parade, live performances and a moving “Letters to My Younger Self” exhibition , a free, community-led celebration that highlighted belonging, resilience and the power of shared stories.
Essential Takeaways
Big turnout: Streets and the North Inch were lively and packed, creating a joyful, buzzy atmosphere.
Local talent: A diverse lineup of local performers kept the day energetic and inclusive.
Hands-on exhibit: The “Letters to My Younger Self” installation filled the Theatre conservatory with personal, handwritten reflections.
Community-led: Volunteers and co-chairs organised the event, signalling grassroots strength and growing local support.
Hopeful mood: Themes of self-acceptance, belonging and resilience were central, making the event both celebratory and reflective.
A jubilant march that felt both local and momentous
There was a real hum to the city as Perth and District Pipe Band and Perthshire Brass led the procession through town, flags flying and people smiling. The sensory picture was immediate: the tapping of drums, bright colours and laughter threading through the crowd. Organisers say the turnout felt like proof that Pride here is no longer a niche moment but a city-wide celebration. If you’re choosing where to stand, pick a spot near the Ice Factory , you’ll catch the best of the daytime performances and the evening atmosphere.
Letters that land: why the exhibition mattered
The “Letters to My Younger Self” installation turned a conservatory into a patchwork of intimate stories and reassurance, each note clipped or hung so visitors could read, pause and reflect. The idea was to create a safe, empathetic space where people could leave messages of kindness and hope to their past selves. According to Perth Theatre’s initiative, contributions were invited from anyone in the community, and the result felt quietly powerful , personal, raw and often surprisingly funny. For other towns thinking of similar projects, keep it free, accessible and easy to contribute; that openness is what makes shared storytelling work.
A showcase of local artists , from pop to spoken word
The Pride programme read like a who’s-who of local energy, with acts ranging from Mrs C and CJ the Party Prince to Mx.Ollie.G and Atreus Star. Each performer brought something different , some cheeky, some soulful , and the crowd rewarded it with warmth and noise. Events like this show how vital it is to programme locally: people come to see their friends and neighbours, and those performers lift the whole day. If you’re booking for a community Pride, mix familiar names with emerging voices to keep the crowd engaged.
Volunteers made it happen , and that’s a story worth noting
Perthshire Pride’s organisers repeatedly thanked their volunteer team, and with good reason. Months of planning go into road closures, soundchecks, exhibitor spaces and safety marshals, and a smooth event often reflects that unseen labour. Co-chair Marysia Macfarlane described leading the march as one of her proudest moments, a reminder that community events are as much about the people behind the scenes as the crowd on the day. If you want to support next year, consider offering an hour or two , volunteer roles are a tangible way to help Pride grow.
What this means for Perth and beyond
The event felt like a signal: local visibility for LGBTQ+ people is increasing, and grassroots celebrations are consolidating. Perthshire Pride’s mix of celebration and reflection fits a wider trend where Pride festivals double as cultural showcases and platforms for mental-health and inclusion work. For residents and visitors, the practical takeaway is simple , show up, listen, and if you can, contribute a story or an hour of your time. That collective participation is what keeps these events meaningful.
It's a small change that can make every celebration feel safer and more welcoming.
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