Latest National Science Week Line‑Up: Queer, Clever and Unmissable in 2024
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Shoppers of ideas, take note: National Science Week returns from 15 August with a bigger, brasher and noticeably queerer programme this year, featuring sex‑ed theatre, queer histories, AI talks and hands‑on workshops across Australia , perfect for anyone who wants science that’s loud, proud and properly human.
Big reach: Last year more than three million people joined over 2,500 events; organisers expect strong turnout again. 
Diverse highlights: Expect performances like The Clitoral Chronicles, queer tech talks such as Queer Eye for AI, guided LGBTQIA+ scientist food tours and graphic‑novel workshops. 
Family to specialised: Events range from free public lectures to niche meetups , some are sensory and theatrical, others quietly sparky and nerdy. 
Easy to join: Most events are listed on the official National Science Week site; many are free or low cost and open to all. 
Why this year feels different , and cleaner about pleasure, identity and science
There’s a freshness to this year’s programme that goes beyond new headliners; it’s the tone. The festival is leaning into frank, modern conversations about bodies, queerness and tech, and doing so with theatrical flair. The Clitoral Chronicles, for instance, combines anatomy‑heavy sex education with performance, while a University of Sydney lecture will reframe Alan Turing’s legacy through a contemporary queer lens. It’s science with personality, and it smells faintly of rebellion.
According to festival organisers, National Science Week has grown into a national habit, and that allows curators to take more creative risks. If you like your facts served with costume and candour, this is for you.
What's on near you: highlights from the states and territories
There’s genuinely something for almost every interest. In Sydney, Prof Benjamin Burton’s Queer Eye for AI revisits Alan Turing and explores the human stories behind mathematical breakthroughs. Hobart hosts The Clitoral Chronicles, presented by reproductive scientist Dr Tiana Pirtle, which mixes outrageous anatomical costumes with plainspoken biology. Canberra’s guided taste‑tour pairs food with stories of Australia’s LGBTQIA+ scientists, turning a walk into edible history.
Other offerings include a graphic‑novel workshop led by a former quantum physicist turned artist in Brunswick East, and a science night for trans and gender‑diverse people in West Perth. The spread shows organisers are intentionally reaching into different communities and settings, so check local listings.
Who’s backing it and why that matters
This year’s festival leans on heavyweight partners: the federal government, CSIRO, the Australian Science Teachers Association, ABC Science and Questacon are all on board. That mix of public institutions and cultural partners gives the programme both reach and legitimacy, and it explains how free or low‑cost events can be delivered across cities and regions.
When national bodies fund bold, community‑facing science, it normalises conversations that used to be siloed. Expect more festivals like this that treat science as part of civic life rather than a specialist hobby.
How to pick the right events , practical tips
Start with the official website to filter by location and accessibility. If you’re bringing family, look for age guidance and hands‑on workshops; if you want depth, pick public lectures or specialist panels. For theatrical or adult‑themed events, read content notes , some performances are candid and graphic by design. And if an event sounds niche but sparks curiosity, go anyway; small, focused sessions often feel the most generous.
Booking early helps with limited‑capacity shows, and many events are free, so don’t assume the best ones will cost a lot.
What this says about science culture in Australia
National Science Week’s livelier, queerer tilt signals a broader shift: science festivals are no longer just about demonstrations and polished lectures. They’re places to unpack identity, history, ethics and pleasure alongside equations and microscopes. That’s healthy; it makes science feel less exclusive and more like a shared conversation.
Expect future festivals to keep testing boundaries , and bringing people who wouldn’t normally call themselves “science fans” into the room.
It's a small change that can make science feel more human and more fun.
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