Best Ways Sterling Point Reveals Canada’s Cottage Culture—and Who’s Missing
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Notice how summer TV keeps selling a cottage-country Canada most of us didn’t grow up in, Sterling Point is the latest Prime Video hit that’s cozy, queer and puzzlingly, overwhelmingly white. For viewers who live outside the Muskoka postcard, the show sparks joy and a strange, sinking feeling about who belongs in these lakeside stories.
Essential Takeaways
Sunny, inviting setting: Sterling Point leans hard into Canadiana, boats, BeaverTails, Kraft Dinner and endless lake shots, giving a warm, nostalgic visual tone.
Queer representation that delights: The series treats queerness as normalised, with a slow-burn romance and a lively queer friend group that feels refreshing on screen.
Visibility gap: People of colour are sparse in the cast and town scenes, leaving questions about who actually belongs in cottage-country narratives.
Real-life echoes: The show mirrors wider patterns in media that centre white, affluent visions of Canadian leisure and belonging.
Personal resonance: For viewers from diverse backgrounds, the show can be both affirming and alienating, familiar pleasures framed in spaces that haven’t always welcomed everyone.
Why Sterling Point feels like a sun-drenched postcard , and why that matters
The opening shots of Sterling Point are pure summer: glassy lakes, boats skimming islands and teens cliff-jumping with carefree grins. It’s an easy mood to fall into, and the sensory detail, hot sun on skin, the slap of water, lands immediately. That visual comfort is part of the show’s charm, and it explains why audiences have been tuning in. But according to Xtra Magazine’s piece, that same postcard gloss carries weightier implications about who gets to be placed at the centre of these idyllic moments, and why that should prompt a closer look.
Queer normalcy on TV feels fresh , but it’s not the whole story
Sterling Point is notable because it treats queerness as everyday rather than crisis-driven. The romance is slow and tender, the friend group includes out and confident queer characters, and moments of gender dysphoria are handled with care. For many viewers this is a welcome change from trauma-heavy queer narratives. Yet Xtra points out the tension: the show normalises queerness while largely keeping whiteness unexamined, which softens one form of exclusion but leaves another unaddressed.
The people of colour who are present , and the roles they’re given
There are a few characters of colour, like the effervescent Sully, played by Nikko Angelo Hinayo, and Ellis, portrayed by Jacob Whiteduck-Lavoie. They bring warmth, humour and nuance, yet they rarely get space beyond supporting the central arc. The show’s casting choices mirror real-world patterns: pockets of diversity in predominantly white spaces can feel tokenising when those characters exist primarily to boost the lead’s growth. The question Xtra raises is simple and important, would those characters feel the same freedom to exist authentically if the world beyond the friend group were shown?
Cottage country as a symbol of Canadian identity, and who is left out
Cottage country has become shorthand for a certain Canadian dream: sun-dappled weekends, family rituals, and a taste of leisure that’s often gated by wealth and geography. Sterling Point leans into these symbols, local milk cartons, Canada Day parties, and BeaverTails, so the series taps into a powerful national mythology. But as Xtra reminds us, that mythology erases Indigenous histories and sidelines the realities of who can actually access those lifestyles. The show’s depiction sits alongside other recent media that equate Canada with cottage life, and that cumulative image matters.
What this means for viewers who don’t see themselves in the frame
If you grew up outside the cottage-frame, watching Sterling Point can feel oddly beautiful and quietly excluding at once. Small gestures in the real world, Pride stickers in a shop window, a passing mention of same-sex partners, can feel like lifelines of belonging. Xtra’s writer offers a modest, human response: look for those traces of life in the margins. They’re reminders that people from diverse backgrounds do live in these places, even if the headline narratives don’t yet centre them.
Closing Line
It’s a lovely, breezy show, but Sterling Point also reminds us that representation is never just about who appears on screen, it’s about whose lives get to shape the story.
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