Best Meath Pride 2026 Events to Watch — Village Hotel Bettystown Line-up
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Shoppers, neighbours and Pride-goers are already gearing up: Meath Pride returns to Bettystown on 29 August with support services, family-friendly fun and a late-night drag and burlesque showcase that matters to small-town LGBTQ+ life. Here’s what to expect, where it’s happening and why the weekend is a win for county community ties.
Essential Takeaways
New venue: Meath Pride moves to the Village Hotel in Bettystown, a bright, accessible space for daytime support and evening entertainment. 
Support-first format: A noon coffee meet-up will offer information, peer contact and trained volunteer support for anyone needing a chat. 
Mixed programme: Afternoon family-friendly activities , including a Pokémon card trading station , lead into an 8pm show featuring drag, burlesque and local headliners. 
Local talent spotlight: Acts billed include Bon Bon, RYO, Sassy Heels and Princess Fianna, with a special nod to CMAT’s advocacy for the community. 
Grassroots funding: Organisers run on community fundraising, putting every penny back into events and supports across the county.
New venue, new energy , why Village Hotel Bettystown matters
The move to the Village Hotel gives Meath Pride a sleeker, more central home for 2026, and that matters when you want events to feel welcoming and visible. The hotel’s facilities mean organisers can offer a daytime support space that feels calm and private, and an evening performance area that’s lively and safe. According to the Village Hotel’s own publicity, the site is used to hosting community events, which should make logistics easier and the audience more comfortable. If you’re planning to attend, expect easy parking, accessible rooms and a venue that’s used to turning on the lights for varied crowds.
Daytime is for support , coffee, info and community
The day programme begins at midday with a coffee meet-up aimed at parents, young people and anyone seeking local supports. This isn’t just small talk , volunteers are trained in suicide-prevention and signposting, so the event doubles as a soft-access gateway to local services. Bringing in low-key, familiar attractions like a Pokémon card trading station is a clever way to make Pride feel family-friendly and inclusive, and it helps younger attendees feel at home. If you’re nervous about your first Pride meet-up, arriving early for coffee gives you time to chat with volunteers in a relaxed setting.
Night-time spectacle , drag, burlesque and local stars
Doors open at 8pm for an evening that promises drag, burlesque and a headline performance. The line-up features local favourites including Bon Bon, RYO, Sassy Heels and Princess Fianna, which keeps the spotlight on Meath talent. The organisers have also teased a headline-slot performer who brings contemporary pop credibility, and local reaction has been enthusiastic. For people who prefer quieter evenings, there’s still value in knowing these shows exist , they’re a public celebration of creativity and identity that help normalise LGBTQ+ life in smaller towns.
CMAT and the local boost , why celebrity advocacy still counts
Community leaders are celebrating CMAT, a Dunboyne-born artist whose profile has shot sky-high in recent seasons, for using her platform to elevate LGBTQ+ voices. That kind of high-profile support matters in counties where visibility can be thin on the ground; it gives younger people someone to look up to and helps attract attention to local supports. When public figures champion county events, organisers often find doors open for fundraising and publicity, too. Even a short shout-out from a national name can change fundraising momentum, which matters when every penny goes back into community services.
Funding, volunteers and why small-scale Pride is essential
Organisers are candid about money , Meath Pride runs on fundraisers and goodwill, and everything raised goes back into events and supports. That grassroots model means the committee is nimble but also stretched; volunteers cover outreach, coffee mornings and safeguarding. The upside is intimacy: people who come to these events often form lasting peer networks, driving weekly meet-ups and one-to-one support. If you want to help, donating time, buying a raffle ticket or sharing event details on social media are simple ways to keep the lights on.
It's a compact weekend with big heart , a small change that can make every conversation, cup of tea and glittered performance safer and more meaningful.
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