Best Lanarkshire Pride Moments From Hamilton’s Colourful March
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Celebrate the scene: thousands turned out in Hamilton for Lanarkshire Pride, a lively, free festival of music, stalls and a community parade that underlined why visibility and belonging still matter locally. The fourth annual event drew an estimated 10,000 visitors and a packed programme of performers and support groups.
Essential Takeaways
Huge turnout: Organisers estimate around 10,000 people visited the free event, making it one of Hamilton’s largest town-centre gatherings.
Parade energy: Hundreds of groups and individuals joined the march along Cadzow Street and Almada Street, with a lively return to Quarry Street.
Top billing: The entertainment bill included singers, tribute acts and RuPaul’s Drag Race star Cheryl The Queen as headliner.
Community focus: Lanarkshire Pride CIC highlighted solidarity, visibility and ongoing activities such as weekly Pride Connect groups for youth and adults.
Accessible extras: The day offered stalls, attractions and an inclusive programme, plus ongoing local support sessions at the Regent Centre.
A crowd that felt like a celebration , and a statement
Hamilton’s town centre was awash with colour and sound as people gathered for the fourth Lanarkshire Pride. The Quarry Street stage buzzed with performers and the air smelled faintly of festival food and sun cream. Organisers described the turnout as a reminder of why Pride still matters: it’s about visibility, safety and community spirit as much as it is about having fun.
The event grew from grassroots efforts into a major annual fixture. According to local reports, the festival has expanded each year, bringing more stalls, volunteers and performers. That expansion matters because it signals both local appetite and commitment to inclusivity across Lanarkshire.
If you’re heading to Pride next time, arrive early to catch the main stage acts and pick up a programme at the entrance. The parade route through key town centre streets makes it easy to join in or to watch from a cosy café terrace.
Parade through the heart of Hamilton , lively, inclusive and loud
The centrepiece parade wound along Cadzow Street and Almada Street before returning to Quarry Street, and organisers say hundreds of organisations and individuals took part. Marches like this are tactile things , the cheers, flags and handmade banners give the day a joyful, human pulse.
Local groups from all sorts of organisations lined up, from community clubs to performance troupes. That variety gives Pride its breadth and helps new visitors see how many local institutions back LGBTQ+ visibility.
For groups thinking of taking part next year, register early with Lanarkshire Pride CIC and plan banners that read well from a distance. Simple slogans, bold colours and a few props will make a big impact.
Headliners and headline moments , drag, music and connection
Entertainment was a key draw, with tribute acts and singers filling the bill and Cheryl The Queen from RuPaul’s Drag Race topping the lineup. Live performance gives Pride its theatrical, uplifting edge , it’s a place to cheer, sing along and feel seen.
The show closed with speeches from Pride Connect members and a final headline slot, blending celebration with reflection. That balance , party plus purpose , is what keeps many people coming back.
If you love performance, check event schedules early. Big acts can attract crowds, so arriving for the headline set ensures you get a good spot and soak up the atmosphere.
Beyond the day , Pride Connect and ongoing support
Lanarkshire Pride isn’t just a one-day festival; the organisation runs weekly Pride Connect groups for different age ranges. The youth group for 16- to 24-year-olds and the adult sessions for 25+ meet at the Regent Centre, offering a quieter, supportive space beyond the big event.
That continuing programme is crucial: it turns a public spectacle into sustained community support. Organisers emphasise that Pride’s work is about visibility and helping people feel safe and valued all year round.
If you or someone you know could use company or advice, look up the Pride Connect timetable and drop in. These groups are low-key, welcoming and free to attend.
What this means for Lanarkshire , a festival and a movement
Ten thousand people passing through a town-centre festival is more than a crowd figure; it’s a statement about local culture. Events like Lanarkshire Pride showcase both the celebration of identity and the networks that keep people supported afterwards.
Organisers thanked volunteers, sponsors and performers for making the day possible, and they’ve already got the wheels in motion for continued activities. Expect next year’s festival to be even bigger as word spreads and community bonds deepen.
It’s a small change that can make every celebration feel safer and more inclusive.
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