Best Big Week Events in SF and Oakland: Why You Should Get Out This Weekend
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Catch a wild mix of art, music, dance and community this weekend in San Francisco and Oakland, locals are packing theatres, parks and plazas for everything from a cat-video marathon to a Pride takeover. Here’s what to see, where to go, and why these picks matter for culture and community.
Essential Takeaways
Rebellious archive: A striking collection of vintage queer portraits traces masc histories and includes photos of people arrested for living as men, visceral and memorable.
Deaf dance spotlight: The SF Deaf Dance Festival brings international performers and tactile choreography; it’s energetic, visual and inclusive.
Lowrider legacy returns: Otra Onda/ Otra Vez reconnects 1981 lowrider photography with today’s car culture and community displays.
Hands-on reuse: SCRAP’s grand reopening celebrates creative reuse with workshops, free activities and a fresh community hub.
Party with purpose: Cat Video Fest, a DJ tribute, Matmos and Oakland Pride offer everything from silly charm to heartfelt remembrance and big-stage pop.
A gallery that reminds you queer history is living and loud
The Queer Photo Archive’s masc heroes exhibition reads like a moodboard of ancestors, each photo carrying a slightly grainy, lived-in warmth you can almost feel. According to organisers, the nearly 50 large-format news photos map a century of gender presentation, from men who passed in public to bold butches and two trans men captured in the 1950s and 1970s. It’s the sort of show that makes you pause, look twice and say, I see myself in that line of people. If you’re curious about queer visual history, this one’s a classroom and a conversation piece all at once.
Deaf dance that speaks in rhythm and touch
Antoine Hunter’s SF Deaf Dance Festival flips the usual expectations of movement performances by foregrounding Deaf and Hard of Hearing artists. With companies flying in from as far as Turkey and Missouri, the weekend includes performances, workshops and a special Sunday matinee at Presidio Tunnel Tops. According to the festival’s programme, the choreography emphasises vibration, facial expression and visual storytelling, so even if you don’t read American Sign Language, the work lands emotionally. It’s a reminder that dance isn’t just heard; it’s felt.
Otra Onda revisited: lowriders, photographs and living culture
The revival of René Yañez’s 1981 Otra Onda exhibition offers a neat curatorial trick: show the same photographers’ work from four decades ago and park real lowrider cars alongside the prints. Acción Latina’s show aims to trace cultural continuity, and the San Francisco Lowrider Council’s display bridges the archival with the present-day scene. Walk in expecting glossy black-and-white chrome, community stories and an angle that reframes lowriders as both art and social history.
SCRAP reopens as a messy, joyous engine for reuse
SCRAP’s move to a new Industrial Street location comes with a ribbon-cutting, tree planting and hands-on workshops, plus free treats, in true neighbourhood celebration style. The reuse centre has quietly diverted hundreds of tons of material from the waste stream while teaching people to turn trash into treasure. If you like the tactile thrill of finding that perfect odd button or lamp part, or you’re a teacher looking for classroom materials, drop by: the place hums with the sort of creative chaos that sparks projects.
Cat Video Fest, DJ tributes and Matmos: fun, grief and invention
Oscilloscope’s Cat Video Fest is exactly the light-hearted antidote many of us need, funny, cute and tied to local rescue groups that benefit from ticket sales. Meanwhile the tribute to DJ Dan at the Phoenix Hotel remembers a towering figure in California rave culture; friends and fellow DJs will fill the decks to celebrate his influence. And for something sonically unexpected, Matmos brings Metallic Life Review, an album made from metallic sounds that turns household clangs into intimate music. Together, these events show the weekend’s range: silly, solemn and seriously inventive.
Oakland Pride returns with new energy and big stages
Oakland Pride has weathered plenty, and this year the Oakland LGBT Community Center is steering the celebration with gusto, four stages, more than 300 vendors and headliner Amerie among the live acts. Expect Latin dance, soulful house and a bustle that feels more like a neighbourhood takeover than a parade. For anyone who wants Pride with a community-first vibe and plenty of colour, this is the day to be outside City Hall and soak it up.
It’s a small change that can make your weekend feel bigger, pick one event, bring a friend, and dive in.
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