Best Queer Britain Art Award 2026: How to Enter and What to Expect
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Shoppers of culture and queer creatives are buzzing: Queer Britain has opened its fifth annual Art Award, inviting artists across the globe to submit work for a London exhibition and a £3,000 prize fund , a major chance for visibility, sales and new connections in the queer arts scene.
Essential Takeaways
Who can enter: Open international call for artists, designers and makers at every career stage, across many mediums. 
Prize and exhibition: £3,000 prize fund and up to 80 selected works shown in a December 2026 London exhibition. 
Submission rules: Up to three works created within the last five years; entry fees are tiered, with discounts for under-30s. 
Timeline: Entries opened 3 June and close at 5pm on Tuesday 29 September 2026; selected artists notified by 22 October. 
Panel highlights: Judges include high-profile queer creatives and curators, offering serious curatorial exposure.
Why this award matters now
Queer Britain’s Art Award has quickly become one of the most visible platforms for LGBTQ+ artists in the UK, and the fifth edition looks set to be its biggest yet, with a substantial exhibition and prize pot. The tactile detail here matters , artists tell us these opportunities often translate into increased online engagement, sales and new connections across curators and collectors. For anyone working in queer visual culture, it’s a legitimate career moment.
Who’s judging , and why that’s useful for entrants
The selection panel brings together familiar faces from across the queer arts ecosystem: performers, photographers, cartoonists and curators. That mix means submissions will be reviewed through multiple lenses , from contemporary performance and moving image to comics and photography. For entrants, it’s a reminder to make the work speak clearly across audiences: think concept, craft and how a piece reads in a gallery as well as on a phone screen.
What you can submit and how to choose your pieces
The call accepts painting, photography, sculpture, textiles, digital work, performance and moving image , as long as pieces were made in the last five years. You can enter one, two or three works; the limit encourages artists to present their strongest, most recent statements. Practically, choose pieces that photograph well, have clear statements and fit the curatorial scope you’d like to be seen in. If a work is performance-based, include concise documentation and context.
Costs, deadlines and the small print
Entry fees are tiered: standard rates are £15 for one work, £27 for two and £35 for three, while under-30s pay a reduced fee. Entries close at 5pm on 29 September 2026, with selected artists notified by 22 October and the exhibition and prize announced in December. Budget for shipping or documentation costs if your piece is large or time-based, and check formats early , good presentation can make a difference when panels have hundreds of submissions to review.
How winning can change things , practical benefits
Past winners have reported clear, practical gains: more online visibility, exhibition opportunities, sales and new professional relationships. For emerging artists, that combination can shift a practice from hobby to vocation; for mid-career makers, it can open new curatorial doors. Think of the award not just as cash, but as a curated stamp that puts you in front of collectors, critics and other creatives.
It's a small move that can make every submission count , enter with clarity, choose your strongest work and let the panel see who you really are.
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