Best UK Pride Parades This Weekend: Where to Go and What to Expect
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Spot a parade, join a free festival or catch live acts , Pride is everywhere this weekend, from Chester’s big city bash to cosy local celebrations that feel like a block party. Here’s a quick guide to over 10 Pride events across the UK, who’s running them, ticket notes and what makes each one worth a visit.
Essential Takeaways
Big crowd: Chester Pride draws around 20,000 people and runs in Castle Square; tickets start from about £10. 
Free local fun: Levenshulme Pride is a large, free community festival in south Manchester with family-friendly activities. 
Volunteer-led: Many events, like Crawley and Basingstoke Prides, are organised by local volunteers and rely on donations. 
Ticket tips: Several Prides offer free entry or pay-what-you-can reservations; check ahead as some require pre-booking or cash-only bars. 
After-hours: Some cities run official afterparties or headline acts , if you want a late-night option, book those separately.
Where Chester Pride fits in , the big city celebration
Chester Pride is the headline event in this regional round-up, filling Castle Square with stalls, stages and thousands of visitors. It’s a proper city-centre party, loud and colourful, with tickets from around £10 and an emphasis on supporting local LGBTQ+ groups. According to local listings, the scale means you’ll find a mix of live entertainment, community stalls and a carnival feel. If you prefer organised, easy-to-navigate events, this is a solid bet , just bring cash or vouchers for the bars, as connectivity can be patchy.
Levenshulme Pride , community spirit and free entry
Levenshulme Pride has grown into Greater Manchester’s largest free local Pride since launching in 2017. The vibe is grassroots and welcoming, with everything from family activities to smaller stages across the weekend. Organisers and local guides highlight that most programming is free, so it’s a great choice if you want inclusive, easygoing Pride without a big ticket fuss. For those travelling from the city, it’s close enough for a day trip but still feels like a village fête crossed with a parade.
Volunteer-run and local , Basingstoke, Crawley and Caldicot
Several mid-sized Prides this weekend are run entirely by volunteers, with the proceeds funnelled back into community projects. Basingstoke Pride, a relatively new group, and Crawley Pride both focus on showcasing local talent alongside headline acts, while Caldicot combines a parade through town and a castle-based celebration. Expect a friendlier, more intimate atmosphere than a city Pride, and remember that donations keep these events safe and accessible , so if you can, chip in.
Tickets, accessibility and what to check before you go
A handful of events require tickets or at least a reservation, often to manage numbers or support organisers. Colchester and Chester, for instance, recommend booking in advance, while other Prides allow free attendance with optional donations. Accessibility and safety measures vary, so check organisers’ sites for details on viewing areas, family-friendly zones and any temporary changes to facilities. If cash-only bars are mentioned, plan ahead so you’re not stranded in the sun.
Little festivals, big personalities , Lincoln, Swindon & Wiltshire and Croydon
Not every Pride is about huge crowds; Lincoln and Swindon & Wiltshire offer parade routes and main events that are free to attend but packed with personality. Croydon’s BOXPARK event blends music, drag and community stalls across a long day, often with local celeb appearances. These events are ideal if you want energetic local programming without the scale of a city Pride, and they’re good for families and first-timers.
Closing line Choose a parade that matches your mood , big city spectacle, grassroots community or intimate local celebration , and enjoy the colour, music and camaraderie this weekend.
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