Best Stop! That! Train! Review: Adam Shankman’s Campy, Queer Disaster Hit
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Shoppers of cinema are flocking to Adam Shankman’s Stop! That! Train!, a 19-day indie comedy shot on a runaway railcar that swaps studio polish for full-throttle camp. The film stars RuPaul’s Drag Race favourites and leans into disaster-film melodrama, delivering shamelessly silly laughs and a rare drag-led movie that treats its performers as characters first.
Essential Takeaways
Short shoot, big energy: Filmed in 19 days, the production embraces a brisk, theatrical pace and a stripped-back crew for nimble comedy.
Drag as character, not punchline: The cast perform as people in peril , drag is present but never the joke, making the film feel refreshingly normalising.
Old-school disaster DNA: Inspirations include Airplane!, The Poseidon Adventure and The Towering Inferno, so expect melodrama, ensemble chaos and broad satire.
Tight visual comedy: Shankman largely keeps the camera steady to let sight gags and timing land, with movement reserved for musical set pieces.
Fun, affectionate tone: It’s deliberately ridiculous, joyful and designed to make audiences laugh rather than lecture.
Why this small-scale shoot feels enormous on screen
Shankman traded the safety of studio oversight for a lean, 19-day shoot that feels theatrical and immediate, a little like watching a stage show with the volume turned up. The cramped train setting creates constant pressure , literally and comically , and that claustrophobia helps every panic beat land with a fizzy, popcorn-movie thrill. The result is nimble filmmaking: jokes are rapid-fire, sets are inventive, and the movie breathes because it never lingers on anything unnecessary.
This was a creative reset for a director used to large budgets, and he treats the limited resources as a feature rather than a bug. The aesthetic is deliberately theatrical, recalling his roots in stage work; it also means there’s less room for studio second-guessing and more room for bold, silly choices. If you like movies that look alive and a bit scrappy, this approach pays off.
A roll-call of drag talent who act, not caricature
The film surrounds its leads with RuPaul’s Drag Race royalty who surprise by delivering straight, committed turns amid the chaos. Instead of playing caricatures, the performers inhabit fully formed people: they fall in love, make panicked decisions and display real vulnerability. That choice removes the “joke” of drag and lets the comedy flow from situations and sight gags.
Shankman’s directing note was simple: play the absurdity completely straight. That discipline makes the high-concept premise work, because you believe the stakes for the characters even while you’re laughing at an absurd visual gag a second later. It’s a neat inversion of expectation and a quiet win for representation on screen.
How the movie riffs on classic disaster films (and why it matters)
This is not just a parody of disaster cinema; it’s an affectionate pastiche that mines melodrama for laughs. Think Airplane!’s joke density, The Towering Inferno’s ensemble panic and The Poseidon Adventure’s broad emotional arcs. Those references matter because they give the film a sturdy comedic architecture , it isn’t gag-by-gag chaos, it’s satire built on a recognisable form.
That nostalgia also helps the film sidestep modern CGI spectacle and focus on people and timing. Shankman leans into the “camp” of disaster movies , the extra-ness, the melodrama , and that feels revitalising in a genre that today often prioritises effects over character.
The craft of broad comedy: timing, stillness and the art of not moving the camera
One of the film’s clever technical choices is restraint. Shankman largely keeps the camera still so jokes land precisely where they should; moving the camera, he says, can distract from an expertly set-up gag. The payoff is a series of frames that read like punchlines: set-up, visual payoff, cut. It’s old-school comic discipline, and it makes the silly moments feel sharp rather than scattershot.
Musical numbers are the notable exception, where movement and choreography open the frame. Those sequences let the film breathe and sparkle, providing contrast to the otherwise tight, joke-driven blocking. For viewers who appreciate well-timed physical comedy, this film is a masterclass in restraint.
Where the film sits in queer cinema , and why that’s refreshing
Stop! That! Train! marks Shankman’s first overt contribution to queer cinema in a way that’s both quiet and meaningful. The movie refuses to rely on trauma or coming-out beats; instead, it simply places queer performers at the centre of a mainstream comedic premise. That normalisation is radical in its own way , representation that’s celebratory and comedic rather than didactic.
This choice doesn’t erase serious queer stories, but it broadens the palette of what queer cinema can be: loud, ridiculous, affectionate and unashamedly entertaining. For audiences who crave queer-led films that prioritise joy, this one delivers.
Closing line It’s a small, joyous rebellion: an unapologetically silly disaster film that lets drag performers be people first and punchlines second.
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