Best Queer Design Grant: $10K Awards Back Emerging LGBTQ+ Designers
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Shoppers and creators are watching as Queer|Art and UGG® launch a new design grant offering two $10,000 awards to U.S.-based emerging queer designers; applications close 14 August and the programme promises cash, mentorship and industry visibility that could change careers.
Essential Takeaways
Two $10,000 awards: The inaugural Queer|Art Design Grant will give two U.S.-based emerging queer designers $10,000 each to realise projects.
Wide scope: Entries can include graphic, fashion, furniture, architecture, digital, industrial and materials research , anything that imagines queer futures.
More than money: Winners gain mentorship, exposure and a jury that includes industry figures such as Bex McCharen and Salome Asega.
Open invitation: Applicants don’t need an established career; Queer|Art encourages submissions at any stage and offers application guidance.
Partnership with UGG®: The grant is part of a year-round collaboration that includes cultural programming, not just a one-off sponsorship.
Why this grant matters now: cash and credibility for queer design
Queer|Art has spent years supporting LGBTQ+ artists, but design has often slipped under the radar. The new grant directly tackles that gap with meaningful funding and institutional support, offering a tactile, hopeful boost for projects that might otherwise stall. According to Queer|Art’s public materials, the organisation intends the awards to recognise how queer culture shapes objects and spaces , from clothing to interiors , and to credit work that’s usually invisible.
What counts as “queer design”? Expect surprises
The grant’s remit is intentionally broad. Designers working across fashion, typography, furniture, product design, architecture, digital interfaces and materials research are all eligible. Queer|Art has said it’s deliberately avoiding a tight brief so unexpected ideas can surface; that means speculative projects, archival work, community-facing service design or playful, sexy experiments are all in play. If your project rethinks how people live, meet or move, it’s worth applying.
Practical benefits beyond the cheque
Ten grand is useful, but Queer|Art frames the prize as more than a payment. Winners will access mentorship, peer networks and visibility through a jury of recognised practitioners and curators. For many emerging designers, that kind of endorsement , plus the chance to have work seen by established figures , can unlock commissions, residencies or gallery interest. Queer|Art’s model mirrors other successful initiatives that recycle alumni into future leadership, helping to build a sustaining pipeline.
How to apply (and why you should even if you’re unsure)
Queer|Art’s application process is designed to be accessible. Candidates are judged on perspective, connection to queer legacies and the strength of a proposed project, not solely on CVs. The organisation publishes guidance for applicants and explicitly urges people to submit even if they feel “not ready.” Deadlines matter: applications close on 14 August, with winners announced at Queer|Art’s annual party this autumn.
The UGG® partnership: resources, not PR theatre
What sets this funding apart is the year-round nature of the collaboration with UGG®. Queer|Art emphasises that UGG® came in as a genuine partner, committing to programming and cultural experiences rather than a single cheque. That kind of ongoing support can translate into sustained opportunities and community programming that benefits more than just the two winners. It’s a reminder that corporate partnerships can be useful when they move beyond performative gestures.
Closing line If you’ve been sitting on a queer-centred design idea, take this as your sign: apply, because the money and the network could be the nudge your project needs.
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