Best LGBTQ+ Endorsements to Watch in California’s 2026 Race: Victory Fund Adds Two Historic Picks
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Shoppers of democracy, take note: the LGBTQ+ Victory Fund has quietly boosted two Northern California hopefuls into its 2026 endorsement fold, a move that could flip local seats and notch a pair of firsts in state and municipal government , and it matters for representation, fundraising and media attention.
Essential Takeaways
Historic potential: Matthew Adams could be the first asexual person in the California Legislature; Tara Beasley‑Stansberry could become Vallejo’s first out woman councillor. 
Endorsement power: Victory Fund backing raises profiles, attracts donors and signals national viability for first‑time candidates. 
Tough terrain: Adams faces incumbent Republican Heath Flora in a sprawling Central Valley district with complex local loyalties. 
Campaign momentum: Adams quit his teaching job to campaign full time and captured 26% in the June primary; Beasley‑Stansberry returns to a seat she narrowly contested in 2022. 
Scandals and opportunity: Flora’s recent controversies and internal GOP pushback create an opening Adams is trying to exploit.
Why these two endorsements matter now
The Victory Fund’s endorsement isn't just a logo for campaign mailers, it’s a spotlight that brings reporters, donors and other organisations to the table. That soft hum of attention is particularly useful for first‑time candidates who need to build name recognition quickly. You can almost hear the campaign calendar speed up: interviews, donor calls, community meet‑and‑greets. For voters, it signals a campaign worth watching.
Matthew Adams: a rookie with a specific claim to history
Adams, a Bay Area teacher who’s now full time on the trail, would break new ground as the first asexual legislator in Sacramento if he wins. He finished second in the primary with more than a quarter of the vote, enough to bump another Republican off the ballot and set up a November showdown with incumbent Heath Flora. Adams’ candidacy is as much about representation as it is policy, and his campaign is leaning into that narrative to energise voters across the district.
The uphill battle against an embattled incumbent
Flora isn’t an easy opponent on paper , incumbency carries built‑in advantages , but recent ethics probes, local reporting about his conduct and a leadership ousting within the Assembly GOP have dented his standing. Adams has been explicit that he sees those troubles as a reason voters might turn the page. The contest will hinge on whether Adams can convert primary momentum and capture conservative voters who backed a different GOP candidate in June.
Tara Beasley‑Stansberry: a local comeback with broader symbolism
Beasley‑Stansberry’s run for Vallejo’s District 5 seat blends local familiarity with historic possibility: she’d be the first out woman on the city council and the first Black LGBTQ+ person in that role. She’s no stranger to the contest, having run in 2022 and gained governance chops as a planning commissioner and small business owner since. That local résumé, combined with Victory Fund support, could help her close the small gap she left last time.
What Victory Fund endorsements actually deliver
According to the Victory Fund’s routine endorsement rounds, the group evaluates who has a viable path to victory and then opens up national fundraising channels, campaign training and media amplification. In practice that translates to more eyeballs, quicker checks and a louder voice in local debates. For voters, it means campaigns may scale up faster and air more substantive messaging, which can be helpful when races are tight.
How to read this for voters and volunteers
If you live in Assembly District 9 or Vallejo’s District 5, these are races to watch , and to act in. Attend a forum, check candidate statements on criminal justice, housing and schools, or volunteer a handful of hours on a weekend. Small gestures matter: knocking on doors, persuading a friend, or chipping in online can tilt local contests that hinge on turnout.
It's a small change that can make every vote , and every voice , count.
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