Best Catholic School Symbols for Inclusion: Why Bishop O'Dowd Replaced Pride Flags
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Shoppers of meaning have noticed a quiet swap at Bishop O'Dowd High School in Oakland: Pride flags that once hung in classrooms will no longer be displayed, replaced by a new rainbow-tinted "Inclusive O" the school says affirms LGBTQ+ students and staff. The move has sparked mixed reactions from parents, alumni and the wider community.
Essential Takeaways
What changed: Pride flags previously visible in some classrooms are not being displayed this school year.
New symbol: The school introduced an "Inclusive O," the official O filled with rainbow watercolours, to signal belonging.
Community reactions: Some families welcome the gesture; others say removing original pride flags feels like a step back.
Context: School leaders framed the swap as a response to division and a desire for a unifying symbol.
Practical note: Watch how visible symbols and verbal commitments interact when assessing a school's inclusivity.
Why the swap feels louder than it looks
The most striking thing about the story is how a small visual change , swapping a Pride flag for a rainbow-coloured logo , touched a nerve. Parents told reporters their children notice the difference, and some felt unsettled; others said their kids still feel welcome. According to the school's own materials, the new mark was created to "affirm that our LGBTQ+ students, families, faculty, and staff are seen, known, loved, and belong here," which is meant to reassure those worried by the flags' removal.
What school leaders say and why they made the call
School officials described Pride flags as having become "a lightning rod" in the community, prompting leaders to look for a less divisive way to show support. The president's letter to families framed the change as a call to unity rather than exclusion. Meanwhile, community organisers and parent groups have speculated about influence from the Diocese, and the diocese referred inquiries back to the school's public statements. The shift shows how institutions sometimes prioritise a single visible symbol over a broader conversation.
How parents and students reacted , mixed and emotional
Reactions are predictably mixed: some parents called the move ironic, asking why the same colours are acceptable in a new shape but not as a Pride flag. Others emphasised that inclusion is deeper than a piece of fabric and applauded the school's stated values. Families who had relied on the flags as a quiet signal of safety said they felt disappointed, while some students reported that the presence of the Inclusive O still helps them feel seen. It’s a reminder that visual symbols carry different emotional weights for different people.
The bigger trend in schools and universities
This swap is part of a wider national conversation. Other institutions have recently faced similar debates over visible pride symbols in shared spaces, and those disputes often raise questions about institutional policy, freedom of expression, and the best ways to protect vulnerable students. Observers note that changing a flag is a tangible, headline-ready move; changing culture takes long-term policies, training and consistent support. So, look beyond the logo when you assess a school's commitment to belonging.
Practical advice for parents and community members
If you’re a parent or guardian weighing what this means, ask concrete questions: what policies protect LGBTQ+ students, how is staff trained to handle bias incidents, and where can students find confidential support? Visit the school's equity and belonging pages and ask for specifics about programs and reporting mechanisms. Small symbols matter, but they should be backed by action that students can rely on every day.
It's a small change with outsized feelings , and a useful prompt to look at what inclusion really means in your school.
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