Best Darlington Pride Highlights and Where to Join the Weekender Fun
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Celebrate Darlington Pride: crowds filled Market Square for a sunlit day of free music, vibrant performances and an inclusive march , here’s what happened, what’s next this weekend and how to join the town’s Pride weekender events.
Essential Takeaways
Huge turnout: Market Square was packed with people enjoying live acts and a bustling Pride march, creating a lively, colourful scene.
Live performances: Main-stage performers included Gina Tonic, Nikki, Anarchy & Scarlett, and Tess Tickle & The Dragettes, greeted by loud applause.
Sunshine boost: Temperatures in the high twenties helped fuel a festival atmosphere , think glitter, confetti and warm crowds.
More to come: The celebration continues Sunday at Hopetown with more live sets, then Monday sees pubs hosting themed Pride nights from 6pm.
Local support: Labour MP Lola McEvoy praised community solidarity after sponsors pulled back, noting unions and town businesses stepped in.
Market Square was packed , and it felt like a party
Sun, heat and music made Market Square feel like the place to be, with people smiling, dancing and waving flags. Confetti cannons and spontaneous dance routines gave the march a carnival edge, and you could almost taste the excitement in the air. According to local coverage, the square was a proper hub of free entertainment and live music, with families and friends gathered together.
Behind the scenes, the event keeps growing as a community fixture. Shops and businesses along the route joined in , some had music spilling onto the pavement, others handed out sweets or waved flags. If you want the best view next year, arrive early and stake out a spot near the main stage; it fills fast.
The line-up delivered feel-good, theatrical fun
Acts on the main stage ranged from pop to drag theatre, with performers like Gina Tonic and Tess Tickle & The Dragettes drawing the loudest cheers. The variety meant there was something for everyone , cheeky camp numbers alongside singalong pop. For anyone new to Darlington’s Pride, this is now a go-to weekend for quality, accessible performances.
If you’re planning to catch a specific act, check local event pages for set times; smaller festivals run tight schedules and popular slots get busy. Expect a lively, unapologetic show and bring earplugs if you’re sensitive to loud sound at close quarters.
The celebration keeps rolling across the weekend
The party didn’t stop after Saturday. Sunday’s Hopetown line-up includes Honeylight, Josh Atkinson, Jade Mia Broadhead and Stebee, meaning another day of local talent and poppy energy. Then on Monday, pubs and bars lean into Pride spirit after 6pm, with camp karaoke at the Red Lion and themed parties at venues like The Hummingbird.
These later, pub-based events are great if you prefer smaller crowds or a cosy night out. Pubs often put on tribute acts or themed playlists, so check social feeds of individual venues for exact timings and age policies.
Community support mattered this year
Lola McEvoy, the Labour MP for Darlington, spoke about the importance of Pride as a visible sign that the town welcomes everyone, especially those not yet out. Her comments also flagged that community fundraising filled a gap after some sponsors withdrew support, with unions and local businesses stepping up.
That kind of grassroots rescue has become more visible at events across the UK , organisers increasingly rely on local backing and volunteer power. If you want to help, look for street collections, volunteer rosters or donate to the community groups that keep the weekend running.
Practical tips if you’re heading to Pride next time
Plan for sunshine and crowds: bring water, sunscreen and a lightweight bag. Wear comfortable shoes for standing and marching, and pick a meeting spot with phone signal in case groups split up. If you’re camera-shy, carry a small scarf or hat to shield from confetti face-time; if you love photos, come early for the best light.
Also, check local listings before you go , set times, venue rules and any accessibility arrangements are usually posted on event sites and venue pages. And remember, Pride events are for everyone: come curious, respectful and ready to join in the joy.
It’s a small change that can make every local celebration safer and more welcoming.
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