Best Queer Wave 2026 Guide: What to Expect at Cyprus’s LGBTQIA+ Film Festival
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Buzzing with colour and conversation, Queer Wave 2026 returns to Nicosia this September, bringing ten days of screenings, performances and special events that spotlight local and international LGBTQIA+ stories and creative voices , a must for film lovers and the queer community.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Queer Wave runs September 18–27 at NiMAC, Nicosia, with a ten-day packed programme.
What to expect: A mixed programme of cinema, live performance and special events that foreground queer expression.
Local support: The festival continues to showcase Cypriot filmmakers alongside international premieres.
Accessible updates: Official programme and pre-festival events will be announced on the festival website and social channels.
Atmosphere: Expect lively gatherings, thoughtful screenings and opportunities for conversation , a warm, celebratory vibe.
A bold return to NiMAC , dates, vibe and first impressions
Queer Wave is back in the artsy heart of Nicosia, and the mood already feels upbeat and anticipatory. The festival takes place at NiMAC between 18 and 27 September, offering a compact, easy-to-navigate ten-day run. Organisers have been building momentum with hints of a diverse slate: films, live performance slots and side events that promise to make the venue hum.
Since its 2020 launch, Queer Wave has steadily made itself a cultural fixture on the island. The festival’s format , mixing premieres with local projects , keeps the buzz fresh; audiences know they’ll see international work they might otherwise miss, plus homegrown voices that matter. If you like festivals that feel inclusive and buzzing rather than corporate, this one usually lands on the friendlier side.
What’s on the programme , cinema, performance and special events
This edition is billed as a mosaic of cinema and performance, which means you won’t just be watching films in silence. Expect post-screening Q&As, live pieces that intersect with the screenings, and special events designed to spark conversation. The blend helps the festival feel like a living, social experience, not just a series of one-way viewings.
Organisers say the official schedule and pre-festival activities will be posted on queerwave.com and the festival’s social channels. That’s where you’ll find ticket releases, timings and any free community events. For those planning a visit, keep an eye on those feeds , late additions and pop-up events are part of the charm.
Why Cyprus needs Queer Wave , context and cultural impact
Queer Wave has quietly become important for visibility on the island, offering a space for LGBTQIA+ stories to be seen and discussed. Over the last six years, the festival has presented more than 250 Cyprus premieres, a solid record for a relatively young event. That track record matters for filmmakers and audiences alike; premieres draw attention and create local conversation.
The festival also supports Cypriot creatives, offering them the chance to screen work alongside international peers. That mix helps the local industry grow, and it gives audiences a chance to see queer life both from abroad and from their own streets. In an environment where representation still feels earned, this festival does tangible work.
How to plan your visit , tickets, accessibility and practical tips
Start by bookmarking queerwave.com and following @queerwavecyprus for announcements. Ticketing often includes single-screen tickets plus festival passes; if you want the full immersion, a pass can be the best value and saves the panic of sold-out shows. NB: popular screenings and opening-night events can go quickly.
Think about practicalities too: NiMAC is central but seats can be limited, so arrive early for events you don’t want to miss. If you need accessible seating or interpretation services, contact the festival team ahead , many small festivals are happy to accommodate if they know in advance. Also, pack layers; screening rooms and venues tend to run cool.
Festival trends and what to watch for this year
Queer Wave mirrors larger festival shifts , a focus on hybrid programming, community engagement and performances that extend film into live spaces. There’s also a growing appetite for regional voices, so look out for Cypriot shorts or features that interrogate local identity and queer experience. International entries will likely bring the wider conversations, from politics to intimacy to joy.
If you want to make the most of the festival, mix and match: see a headline international screening, attend a local short program, and join a talk or party. That combination gives you perspective and pleasure. And if a screening sparks something, stick around for the Q&A those moments are often where the real insight happens.
It's a small change that can make every screening feel like a shared celebration.
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