Best Queer Love Project Call for Submissions: Tell the Story of Love Changing Shape
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Share the exact moment your relationship shifted , from romance to friendship, partnership to polyamory, or through transition , and help a growing queer community understand how love evolves. Submissions are open, paid, and offering a 20% annual subscriber discount that supports more essays, poetry and art.
Essential Takeaways
Who’s calling: The Queer Love Project is seeking personal essays, poetry and visual art about relationship evolution and transitions. 
What they want: First-person nonfiction that reveals growth or a lesson , not just an anecdote; think Modern Love but queer-centred. 
Practical terms: Payment is $75 on publication; submissions due by 30 September 2026. 
Subscriber requirement: You must be a registered (free) QLP subscriber to be considered; a 20% discount on annual subscriptions is currently offered. 
Support offered: Developmental edits available for emerging writers; coaching through paid membership tiers.
Why this theme matters now , relationship change is the story we rarely name
Queer relationships rarely follow the neat arcs you see in mainstream media, and that unpredictability is precisely what makes these stories rich and useful. The Queer Love Project is asking for the moment the ground moved , the small, messy, beautiful pivot where intimacy was rewritten. That sensory, human detail is what will make a piece breathe on the page: the quiet thinning of a kiss, the sudden ease of living together, the way a partner’s voice changes after transition.
According to the QLP call, submissions should do more than describe events; they should illuminate what was learned. Readers want texture and takeaway: why this evolution mattered, how it changed daily life, what it taught you about desire, trust or chosen family.
What editors are looking for , clear takeaways, honest voice, queer specificity
This is a prompt that rewards specificity. The editors want personal essays that pair an intimate scene with a clear reflective arc , the lesson, the growth, the truth you carried forward. QLP encourages writers to read the existing archive to grasp tone and range before sending work, and they provide developmental edits for pieces that need shaping.
You’ll want to open with a moment readers can feel, then widen to context and insight. Practical tip: aim for a narrative that ends with a resonance , a line of recognition, a softened understanding, or a stubborn question left open.
Submission mechanics , deadlines, pay, and the subscriber rule
Deadline is 30 September 2026 and the pay is modest: $75 upon publication. You must be a registered (free) subscriber to be considered, though QLP is currently offering a 20% discount on annual paid subscriptions , a good move if you’re a monthly subscriber and plan to support the project long term. The call also notes they do not accept AI-generated or AI-assisted writing, so submit original work.
If your piece isn’t fully polished, don’t let that stop you; QLP offers developmental edits. And if you want more hands-on help, the Catalyst Member tier includes coaching options.
Formats welcome , essays, poetry, visual art and community conversation
Beyond essays, QLP welcomes poetry and visual art that fit the theme of relationship evolution. There’s even a video primer from the poetry editor to guide prospective submitters. The team invites conversation via comments, email or the Substack chat, which makes this feel less like a closed gate and more like a growing salon.
Practical advice: pair your submission with a brief cover note explaining why this story matters now, and reference a couple of essays from the archive that influenced you. It shows you’ve done your homework and helps editors place your voice in the collection.
Why submit , pay, publication, and joining a queer conversation
Yes, the pay is small, but publication brings your essay to a community actively exploring queer intimacy in many forms. Supporting the project via subscription helps fund future writing and pays contributors. And for emerging writers, the offer of edits is a real incentive: you get editorial shaping while keeping creative ownership.
If your relationship’s shape has shifted , in heartbreak, tenderness, logistics, or identity , your story could help someone recognise that change as part of living queerly.
It's a small step to share a moment; it might be the one someone needs to feel less alone.
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