Best Stories of Belonging at Reykjavík Pride: Why The Nest Matters
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Shoppers and festival-goers are flocking to Reykjavík this Pride season to hear real lives spoken aloud; The Nest: Stories of Belonging at Reykjavík City Library gives visitors intimate, audio-led portraits of Iceland’s LGBTQIA+ community , personal, free, and quietly powerful in a city known for welcoming diversity.
Essential Takeaways
What it is: The Nest is an audio-and-object exhibition at Reykjavík City Library that shares first‑person stories from Iceland’s LGBTQIA+ community.
Standout story: Nas, a 27‑year‑old non‑binary immigrant from Greece, presents a wall of mementos and a poem that anchor their sense of home and resilience.
Practical details: The exhibition runs during Reykjavík Pride (4–9 August), is free, and takes place in the library’s Grófin space , easy to drop into while enjoying Pride events.
Feeling conveyed: The installations aim to create empathy through lived experience , stories that feel warm, honest, and often quietly hopeful.
A small library installation that feels surprisingly big
The strongest thing about The Nest is how small, everyday objects suddenly carry the weight of a life. You stand close, you listen to someone’s recorded voice, and a scrap of paper or a photo becomes a doorway into a history that’s both particular and universal. According to GayIceland, Nas’s piece centres on a poem and a wall of mementos that act like a tactile memory bank, connecting their life in Greece to a new life in Reykjavík. For museum‑goers used to grand statements, this modest scale is disarmingly intimate. If you’re visiting, give yourself time to absorb the voice recordings; they’re the installation’s heart.
Why Nas’s story matters , immigration, transition, and the need to age in community
Nas moved from Greece to Iceland seeking gender‑affirming care and a life where they didn’t have to “make themselves smaller.” Their hope , to see trans people grow old together in community houses , reads as both a personal wish and a broader social ask: that LGBT people should be able to age with dignity and companionship. This ties into wider themes of Reykjavík Pride, where organisers have emphasised joy, visibility and community gathering. For anyone trying to understand why stories like Nas’s resonate, think of it as a reminder that belonging isn’t just about safety now, it’s about being able to imagine a future.
Stories over statistics: the soft power of personal testimony
Facts and figures explain scope; stories change the way you feel about the people behind those numbers. GayIceland’s interview with Nas underlines exactly this: narratives invite empathy and help strangers imagine another life for a few minutes. Reykjavík’s Pride week mixes celebration , the rainbow run and Pride walk draw crowds across the city , with spaces for quieter reflection like The Nest. If you’re sceptical about the impact of storytelling, try it in reverse: listen to one piece and then look at the headlines about policy or rights. You’ll likely remember the voice long after the press release fades.
How The Nest fits into Reykjavík’s Pride programme
Reykjavík Pride has grown into a multi‑day programme that blends spectacle with community projects; the city promotes inclusion as part of its identity. VisitReykjavik materials and local listings show how events spread across the city during Pride week, from parties and parades to family activities and art. The Nest slots neatly into this spectrum: it’s not a parade float, but it’s civic, public, and intentionally accessible. Plan to pop in between larger events , the library location makes it a good pause point amid the Pride bustle.
Practical tips for visiting and what to expect
Give yourself 20–30 minutes to experience one or two installations properly; audio pieces reward patience. The exhibition is free during the library’s opening hours, so slot it into a quieter morning or a cool afternoon when you’re sightseeing. If you’re travelling for Pride, combine a visit to Grófin with a walk along the city’s compact streets , Reykjavík is easy to navigate on foot. And if a story touches you, consider leaving a brief note of thanks where permitted; these projects are built on people’s generosity and vulnerability.
It’s a small change that can make every story feel a little closer.
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