Best Pride Picnic and Ball Moments at Marsha P. Johnson State Park This Year
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Shoppers of joy turned out: hundreds gathered at Marsha P. Johnson State Park for the NY/NJ Ballroom Alliance and New Pride Agenda’s annual BBQ and ball, a sunlit afternoon of performances, games, and community that underlined why inclusive outdoor Pride events matter.
Essential Takeaways
Big turnout: Hundreds attended the hours-long BBQ and ball, creating a lively, festival-like atmosphere.
Ballroom spotlight: Local houses staged performances on a central stage, with decorated tables showing off house pride and style.
Family-friendly: Youth activities and picnic seating made the event feel welcoming and easy to enjoy.
Park setting: The gathering used Marsha P. Johnson State Park’s open space and new park features for an accessible outdoor celebration.
Good vibes: The event blended ritual and party , ceremonial voguing, friendly games, and communal food.
A sunlit stage for the ballroom community
The strongest image from the day was simple: a packed grassy stretch, people leaning into the music while performers owned the stage with dramatic, athletic moves. According to attendees, the park’s natural light and breezy, open layout made the performances feel bigger and more social than a cramped indoor show. Houses from across the city decorated tables in signature colours and fabrics, which turned the picnic area into a runway-meets-reunion. If you’re going to a future outdoor ball, bring a low chair, a small umbrella for shade and a camera , your phone will want to remember the looks.
How the event brings people together
This BBQ and ball has become a summer ritual where ballroom culture and broader LGBTQ communities meet up, catch up, and celebrate collectively. Organisers scheduled the get-together from mid-afternoon into early evening so families and night owls could both take part, and the mix of performances, games for youth and relaxed socialising made it genuinely multi-generational. It’s an important counterpoint to parades and club nights, offering a slower, conversational way to enjoy Pride. For those planning to host similar gatherings, staggered programming and a central stage keep energy moving without exhausting performers or guests.
Marsha P. Johnson State Park as a fitting backdrop
The choice of Marsha P. Johnson State Park is meaningful and practical; the park’s open expanse and recently improved entrances and amenities make it well suited for civic and cultural events. Visitors noted the park’s easy access and family-friendly feel, and the shaded picnic tables encouraged small-group conversation between sets. City and state attention to the park’s facilities means organisers can plan bigger, more accessible events here, and anyone organising a community barbecue should consider permits, clear signage and an obvious schedule of acts to keep everyone oriented.
Why ballroom culture still matters in public spaces
Ball culture has always been about more than competition , it’s a place to rehearse identity, find chosen family and show up for one another. Seeing houses transform picnic tables into mini-stages reminded people how ballroom’s creative energy translates to everyday spaces. Events like this reaffirm that queer culture belongs in public parks, not just clubs or museums. If you’re curious about ballroom, arrive early to watch informal dress rehearsals and stay late to talk with house members; they’re often generous with stories and tips for first-time voguers.
Practical tips for attending outdoor Pride balls
Plan for weather: a lightweight sun hat and sunscreen will keep you comfortable during afternoon sets. Bring cash or contactless pay for food and any stall donations, and pack a tote for swag and flyers. If you’re bringing kids, scout the youth game area first so they can jump straight into fun. Finally, respect performance space etiquette , applause and cheers are great, but give performers room and stay off the stage unless invited.
It's a small change that can make every public Pride moment feel safer and more joyful.
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