Best WorldPride Moments: The Kissing Couple Balloon and Why It Mattered
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Watchers flocked to Amsterdam as WorldPride mixed satire, sorrow and star power , inflatable effigies of two world leaders kissed on a canal boat while the city also paused to mourn Berlin Pride victims, a reminder that celebration and protest often sail side by side.
Essential Takeaways
Bold visual: Inflatable figures titled “The Kissing Couple” depicted two world leaders kissing, carried on a decorated canal boat with playful signage and tulips.
Large turnout: Around 80 boats took part in the canal parade, seen by hundreds of thousands of WorldPride visitors.
Serious note: A memorial in Amsterdam honoured victims of the Berlin Pride attack, with speeches and a moment of silence.
Star appeal: Madonna and Kylie Minogue performed in Amsterdam during WorldPride weekend, adding a pop-culture high note.
Local leadership: Dutch Prime Minister Rob Jetten made a historic appearance on one of the parade boats.
A cheeky stunt that stopped boat traffic and sparked smiles
The canal parade’s floating satire was impossible to miss: two oversized inflatables, titled “The Kissing Couple,” puckered up on a boat deck while riders brandished cheeky placards. The costumes , one in a blouse and skirt, the other in overalls , and the hidden tulips added a jokey, theatrical touch that crowds could read from the water’s edge. Organisers told PinkNews they wanted to “pause power for a moment,” and visually the stunt did exactly that: it turned a political jibe into a playful public image that people could photograph and share.
How WorldPride balanced revelry with remembrance
Not far from the jokes and glitter, WorldPride held a sombre memorial for those hurt and killed in the recent Berlin Pride attack. Mourners gathered at Amsterdam’s Homomonument to lay flowers and listen to speeches from local figures, and the mood shifted from carnival to reflection. According to Associated Press reporting, speakers urged resilience , a common thread after the Berlin incident , and the crowd observed silence, a quiet counterpoint to the parade’s louder displays.
The Berlin attack’s ripple effect across Europe
The shocking vehicle attack during Berlin’s Christopher Street Day left one dead and dozens injured, and it changed how pride organisers and attendees thought about safety and presence. News outlets including WUSF, The Guardian and CBS News reported on the crash and the subsequent cancellation of the Berlin march that day. For many at WorldPride, the remembrance was a reminder that pride is not only celebration; it’s also a public claim to space that can attract both support and alarm. Organisers and community leaders spoke about grief, the need to show up, and the quiet bravery of returning to public life.
Politics, performance and a prime minister on the floats
WorldPride’s canal procession mixed grassroots groups with high-profile guests. About 80 boats represented a spectrum of communities , from leather and lesbian collectives to international trans organisations and health groups , while even the Dutch prime minister joined a parade boat, a historic first. At the same time, the satirical imagery of the inflatables underscored how political commentary in queer spaces often blends humour with critique, making the parade both a party and a platform.
Pop glitz: Madonna, Kylie and a late-night headline set
If the canal parade supplied images, the arena shows supplied soundtracks. Madonna performed for a crowd of roughly 6,000 at AFAS Live and invited Kylie Minogue on stage for a duet that mixed new material with classic hits. It was a reminder that WorldPride is a magnet for global pop acts as much as local activists, and those headline performances keep attention focused on the event , for better and worse, depending on your view of celebrity politics.
What this means for future Pride planning
Expect future Pride events to keep juggling celebration with security and remembrance. The Amsterdam weekend showed organisers can host spectacular, provocative art on floats while still providing space to mourn and remember. Practical advice: if you’re heading to a major Pride, plan routes, meet-up spots and exit lines, register for updates from organisers, and bring layers , Amsterdam can change from sun to drizzle in an hour.
It's a small, striking mix of laughter, tears and music that keeps Pride feeling alive and necessary.
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