Best Spider-Man: Brand New Day Moments That Signal Real LGBTQ+ Inclusion

[image: ]
Shout out to the fans: Spider-Man: Brand New Day slipped a few cheeky gay jokes into its 145‑minute run, and they matter. Fans in cinemas noticed subtle lines, sight gags and casting choices that quietly normalise queer presence in the MCU , small beats that make a big cultural difference.
Essential Takeaways
Subtle, not satirical: Dialogue about Spider‑Man’s sexuality is delivered as a light joke, not an insult.
Character pull: Yelena’s bathhouse scene brings humour and a relaxed attitude toward queer possibility.
Visual gag: A laundry‑room outfit mix‑up (crop top and “juicy” pants) reads like playful, queer‑adjacent costume humour.
Broader context: The MCU has a growing track record of queer representation, from cameos to openly gay characters.
Viewer feel: These moments feel casual and positive, leaving LGBTQ+ fans smiling rather than singled out.
Why one throwaway line felt louder than it looked
The movie drops a quick exchange in Yelena’s bathhouse that stops the audience and makes you grin; it’s a line that riffs on Peter’s masked anonymity and whether he keeps his identity on even around partners. The gag lands because it’s unexpected, but more importantly it’s not wielded as a put‑down. According to CinemaBlend, that relaxed delivery is what made queer viewers cheer quietly , it treats queerness as part of the world, not a punchline.
Yelena: comic timing and an easy‑going queer awareness
Florence Pugh’s Yelena continues to be a scene‑stealer, and this film uses her humour to normalise an offhand suggestion that Spider‑Man might be gay. Fans have praised how she pokes fun without nastiness; it’s the kind of humour that says, “Yep, anyone could be any orientation” and then moves on. That approach feels fresher than exaggerated, gag‑centric attempts at representation.
Costume comedy that does more than make you laugh
There’s a moment when Peter, embarrassed after a fall, raids the laundry room and grabs a crop top and pants with “juicy” on the back. It’s a visual gag, but placed right after the bathhouse exchange it reads as more than wardrobe slapstick , it subtly teases fluidity and performance. The joke lands because it’s affectionate and silly, not mocking.
This fits into a slow but steady MCU trend
The Marvel universe has been adding queer beats for a while, from cameos to overt characters with queer family setups. CinemaBlend and other outlets point to multiple examples across recent entries. These Brand New Day moments aren’t the headline representation many activists want, but they’re part of an accumulation: casual, on‑screen inclusions that normalise LGBTQ+ people rather than spotlighting them as “other.”
How to read these moments as a viewer or buyer of pop culture
If you’re watching for representation, look for tone, not just presence. Small, natural lines that aren’t framed as jokes at someone’s expense are a good sign. For parents or viewers wondering whether the film respects queer people, these beats are reassuring: they’re playful, not derogatory. And if you’re buying merch or hosting a watch party, these are the moments that spark conversation and make the film feel more inclusive.
It's a small change that can make every scene feel a bit more welcoming.
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