Best Moments From Brighton & Hove Pride: Melanie C’s DJ Comeback and More
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Shoppers and festivalgoers were treated to star turns at Brighton & Hove Pride as Melanie C returned to the decks after her honeymoon, serving energetic pop remixes while the line-up also included Diana Ross, Paris Hilton and a host of Pride favourites , here’s what stood out and why it mattered.
Essential Takeaways
Melanie C’s return: The former Spice Girl DJ’d at Brighton & Hove Pride shortly after her honeymoon, looking athletic and upbeat in a sports-bra crop top and shorts, spinning pop and club remixes.
High-energy set: Her music mixed hits like I Turn To You with contemporary club tracks for a lively, dancefloor-friendly show.
Star-studded line-up: Big names across generations performed, from Diana Ross’s classic set to Paris Hilton’s nostalgia-packed appearance.
Pride spirit visible: Performances and fashion leaned into celebration and inclusivity, with performers praising the LGBTQ+ community.
Festival vibe: The event combined theatrical costumes, confetti moments and classic singalongs, making it a visual and sonic highlight of the Pride calendar.
Melanie C back on the decks , and clearly loving it
Melanie C wasted no time getting back into performance mode after tying the knot and honeymooning, stepping up to DJ at Brighton & Hove Pride with a grin and real stage presence. She chose a sports-bra crop top and bold shorts, a look that felt sporty, sun-ready and very much in keeping with a DJ set outdoors. According to festival coverage, her catalogue mixed Spice Girls-era energy with modern electro remixes, giving fans something familiar but club-fresh.
The context matters: a comeback like this is part gig, part celebration, and part thank-you to a fanbase that’s followed her through pop stardom and solo reinventions. If you’re planning to catch a DJ set by a pop star, wear comfortable shoes and expect to dance , Melanie’s set was all about movement and audience interaction.
The line-up leaned big , legends and pop icons shared the bill
This year’s Pride programme put legacy acts alongside contemporary performers, and Diana Ross headlined with a glamorous catalogue of hits that brought a different, soulful energy to the day. Meanwhile, Paris Hilton brought camp and nostalgia, even referencing iconic Spice Girls style in her costume choices. That mix gave the festival broad appeal, from club kids to families and long-time fans.
Festival organisers have been building this multi-generational approach for a while, and it works: it keeps media interest high and makes each set feel like part of a larger celebration, rather than isolated performances. If you’re attending next year, check the full line-up early and plan which sets you don’t want to miss.
Fashion, theatre and confetti , Pride as performance
Brighton & Hove Pride has always been as much about looks as it is about music, and this edition doubled down on theatrical moments. Paris Hilton closed with confetti and a glittering finale, while other acts embraced character-led outfits and choreographed routines. The visual element amplifies the sense of community and exuberance , it’s why people film and share clips for weeks afterwards.
Practical tip: pack a lightweight jacket and low-profile waterproofs. Outdoor events here can breeze up, and you’ll want to be comfortable while you enjoy the sparkly theatrics and late-afternoon sun.
Why performers praise the LGBTQ+ community on stages like this
Performers repeatedly noted how the LGBTQ+ audience has shaped their careers and personal acceptance. That shout-out isn’t just stage banter , it reflects a long history of pop artists finding their most passionate early supporters in queer clubs and communities. For many artists, Pride performances are an emotional homecoming as much as a gig.
As a practical takeaway, artists who acknowledge that connection often get a warmer reception and more engaged crowds. For audiences, hearing those sentiments on stage can make the performance feel intimate, even in a big outdoor crowd.
What this tells us about modern British festivals
Brighton & Hove Pride has become a template for how to blend legacy stars, pop nostalgia and club culture into a single, inclusive weekend. The programming choices show organisers know their audience: they want singalongs, spectacle, and a safe space where flamboyance and reverence sit side by side. Media coverage so far suggests this formula continues to draw big names and big crowds.
Looking ahead, expect more crossover sets, pop-DJ appearances and curated moments designed for social sharing. If you love a festival that’s part parade, part concert and part costume party, Brighton remains one to watch.
It's a small change that can make every set feel like a shared celebration.
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