Best Jersey City Queer Flipside Event: Powerful Storytelling and Pride Programming
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Shoppers and culture-seekers are turning up for intimate queer storytelling nights , Art House Productions' Queer Flipside on August 7 mixes film, theatre and community pride in Jersey City, and it matters because these are the spaces where history, migration and resistance meet laughter and music.
Essential Takeaways
Double feature format: Queer Flipside pairs a documentary screening with a live solo performance for a layered night out.
Spotlight on Filipinx queer history: Because of You chronicles Kilawin Kolektibo, a 1990s New York collective that blended protest, community and joy.
Personal storytelling: Anak ni Tapia is a solo piece about memory, migration and queer identity, anchored in family legacy.
Accessible and local: Tickets are $25, the venue is Art House Productions at The Hendrix, 345 Marin Boulevard, Jersey City , easy to reach and community-focused.
Part of a larger programme: The event sits within Art House’s 25th anniversary year and broader Pride activities, so attendees can tie it into other local events.
Why this night feels different: Protest party meets intimate theatre
Art House Productions has a knack for mixing the political and the playful, and Queer Flipside is a neat example. The evening promises the warm awkwardness of a living room rave crossed with the focused hush of a small theatre , expect humour, songs and a tender documentary rhythm. According to New Jersey Stage, organisers call it a double-feature film and theatre event; that mix means you’ll leave having laughed and learned.
This format answers a clear appetite: audiences want arts that educate and energise. The documentary component gives historical teeth, while the solo performance offers a close-up, emotional portrait , the combo works because it gives both context and heart. If you’re choosing what to bring friends to, this is the kind of night that sparks conversation on the walk home.
Because of You: a reminder that joy is a form of resistance
Because of You: A History of Kilawin Kolektibo traces a collective of queer Filipinx organising in 1990s New York, and the film is directed by Desireena Almoradie and Barbara Malaran. The documentary foregrounds community-building and resistance done through culture, food and celebration rather than only protest placards, so it feels vivid and sensory , you can almost taste the reunion.
Documentaries like this help fill gaps in mainstream histories, and screening them locally reclaims narratives for diasporic audiences in New Jersey. If you’re curious about queer Asian American activism or want a film that balances humour with seriousness, this is the one to catch. Expect to come away with names, songs and a better sense of how communities stayed resilient.
Anak ni Tapia: memory, migration and a public family history
Anak ni Tapia is Lani T. Montreal’s solo performance exploring what it means to be the child of a Filipina television icon, and it tackles memory and queer identity with humour and intimacy. Directed by Daisy Castro, with visual design by Giau Truong and music by Tamey Mendoza and Panday Banale, the piece layers story, sound and light to create a small theatrical world.
Solo shows have a particular power: they feel like a conversation you weren’t meant to overhear but are grateful to witness. Here, the interplay of personal story and public legacy makes migration feel tactile, not abstract. If you usually avoid solo pieces because they can be austere, this production’s collaborative design and live soundscape promise a richer, more immediate experience.
Tickets, venue and why local arts matter this summer
Tickets are $25 and available online, which keeps the night accessible while supporting a local nonprofit. Art House Productions operates as a 501(c)(3) and is celebrating its 25th anniversary; that longevity shows in its curating , the organisation knows how to programme nights that serve both artists and neighbours.
Art House at The Hendrix is sited at 345 Marin Boulevard, Jersey City, and has been expanding community-facing work, including youth programming and Pride season events. That means attending Queer Flipside can be part of a bigger day or weekend of local arts: a gallery hop, a youth showcase or another Pride screening. It’s a neat way to spend an evening that’s about more than one ticket price.
What to expect and how to make the most of the night
Arrive a little early to soak up the lobby or connect with others; small shows are where conversations start in line. Bring cash if you like to donate extras, and check the website for accessibility notes if you need seating or audio accommodations. Because the event pairs a film and a live performance back-to-back, plan to stay the full evening to get the full emotional arc.
If you’re coming with friends who want different things , some want history, others theatre , this night satisfies both. And if you feel moved, stick around afterwards; these events often turn into low-key community hangouts where recommendations and phone numbers get swapped.
It's a small change that can make every evening out feel like a meaningful contribution to local queer culture.
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