Best GLAD Law Independent Clinical Internship: A Path into LGBTQ+ Civil Rights Practice
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Shoppers are turning to meaningful legal placements: law students seeking hands-on LGBTQ+ civil rights experience are applying to GLAD Law’s independent clinical internship, a remote-friendly programme that places 2L and 3L students on active litigation and family-law dockets and gives practical skills that matter in courtrooms and communities.
Essential Takeaways
Who it's for: 2L and 3L law students with strong research and writing and a commitment to LGBTQ+ and racial justice.
Two tracks: Choose General Civil Rights Litigation & Policy or Family Law & Marriage Defense for focused, practical experience.
Remote-friendly: Fall and Spring placements can be remote and either full-time or part-time, ideal for juggling school requirements.
Real work, real impact: Interns support litigation, policy advocacy, amicus briefs, and state-level family law reform , hands-on assignments with supervising GLAD attorneys.
How to apply: Send resume, one-page cover letter specifying track, and a 5–10 page legal writing sample to internships@gladlaw.org.
Why GLAD Law’s internship gives you courtroom-ready experience
GLAD Law has spent nearly five decades shaping landmark LGBTQ+ civil rights victories, and their clinical interns get to work on materially important files with that same litigation-first ethos. You’ll smell the faint paper-and-coffee intensity of case preparation and feel the payoff when research or a brief moves a case forward. According to GLAD’s public materials, interns support active litigation, participate in policy work and attend legal department meetings, so you’re not filing in the margins , you’re contributing directly.
This placement is designed to satisfy law-school externship or field-placement credit, but schools vary, so confirm early with your clinic office. Practical tip: flag the specific skills you need for credit in your cover letter to speed up matching and supervision conversations.
Pick a track: breadth of civil rights or family-law focus
Track 1 covers GLAD’s wide-ranging civil rights docket , everything from Title IX and transgender health care access to challenges against federal rollbacks. It’s ideal if you want variety and exposure to national litigation. Track 2 is the Family Law & Marriage Defense project, where work centres on parentage, IVF and fertility care protections, gamete regulation, and defending marriage equality.
If you care about reproductive rights and the nuts-and-bolts of parentage law, the family track gives concentrated experience that’s increasingly vital as states reassess family definitions. If you prefer the exhilaration of varied constitutional fights and policy advocacy, the general litigation track will keep you busy and learning.
What an intern actually does day to day
Expect a mix of legal research, drafting memoranda, helping prepare pleadings or amicus briefs, and tracking legislative developments in state capitals. GLAD notes interns may engage in public education and policy advocacy, so your mornings might be spent on research memos and afternoons drafting policy comments or briefing notes.
Hands-on supervision is a feature, not an afterthought: GLAD attorneys provide feedback to meet school requirements and to sharpen your courtroom writing. Practical tip: bring a clean, well-edited writing sample and be ready to explain which track you want and why in one succinct paragraph of your cover letter.
Who should apply , and how to stand out
GLAD wants applicants who combine strong legal writing with a demonstrated commitment to tearing down laws and stereotypes that deny equality to LGBTQ+ people and people with HIV. They also emphasise racial and economic justice as core concerns. For the family track, show interest or coursework in family law, reproductive rights or constitutional law.
Stand-out applications are specific. Name the track, note your availability (full- or part-time), say where you heard about the internship, and include a crisp legal writing sample of 5–10 pages. The subject line format they request makes clerical life easier: “Legal Clinical Internship Application – [Track] – [Term][Year].”
Deadlines, logistics and what to expect next
GLAD runs rolling admissions for Fall 2026 until positions are filled; Spring 2027 applications close on 10 December 2026, and Summer 2027 on 1 February 2027. Placements can be remote for Autumn and Spring, which helps students balance clinic credits and coursework. After you apply, expect correspondence from GLAD’s Legal Director about interviews or placement details and make sure your law school’s clinic office signs off on any credit arrangements.
A final note: this internship is as much about building advocacy muscles as it is about résumé polish , you’ll learn how strategic litigation and policy push feed each other in fights that affect people’s daily lives.
It's a practical step for anyone hoping to turn legal study into tangible civil-rights impact.
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