Best Brighton and Hove Pride Parade Pictures and Why the 2026 Route Mattered
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Shoppers, tourists and locals poured onto the seafront as Brighton and Hove transformed into a glittering celebration of love, protest and community; thousands watched floats, drag acts and bands wind from Hove Lawns to Preston Park in a parade that honoured history while calling for continued action.
Essential Takeaways
Crowds turned out: Thousands lined the seafront and streets, creating a vibrant, smiling atmosphere.
New finishing point: The parade finished near Preston Circus, a change from previous years and a logistical shift for attendees.
Diverse line-up: Floats and stalls included charities, local institutions and big names such as Brighton and Hove Albion and the RNLI.
Live highlights: Drag performances, a steel drum band, roller skaters and a Pride jiu jitsu routine kept energy high.
Theme and tone: “The power of love” guided banners and speeches, nodding to past struggles like Clause 28 and the AIDS crisis.
A sea of colour from Hove Lawns , the opening moments felt electric
The parade kicked off just after 11.15am from Hove Lawns, and the scene was instantly sensory , glitter catching the sun, music bumping, and cheers along the promenade. According to Brighton Pride’s event notes, the route沿 the seafront is a staple for the city and fills up fast, so early arrival rewarded people with the best viewing spots. If you were there, you felt the mix of party and purpose: people dancing, but also carrying banners remembering past battles.
Why the route change to finish near Preston Circus mattered
Organisers rerouted the finish towards Preston Circus this year, a practical move that shifted the crowd flow away from tradition. VisitBrighton covered the guide to Pride and how changes like this affect travel, local parking and where families gather afterward. For attendees, it meant rethinking where to meet friends, where to catch buses home and which local pubs would be busiest. If you're planning for next year, check the official route page early and map your meeting point beforehand.
Floats and community groups made it feel local and inclusive
The parade felt wonderfully Bought-and-paid-for-by-the-city , not in a corporate sense, but in participation. Community organisations from across Sussex took part, including the Sussex Beacon and local colleges; even National Rail and Brighton and Hove Buses fielded entries. Brighton & Hove News announced the wider line-up in advance, which helped build excitement. Seeing familiar local groups alongside big names keeps Pride grounded in community rather than turning it into a totally commercial show.
The performances gave the day real sparkle , and a few surprises
Musical acts, a steel drum band and roller skaters provided the celebratory soundtrack, while a Pride-themed jiu jitsu sequence and bold drag sets added theatre and diversity. Those moments make the parade more than just a procession; they’re a rolling variety show that rewards watching the whole route rather than catching a single float. For photographers and families, the best photos often came from those spontaneous snippets of performance between the major floats.
Theme and politics: “the power of love” with a clear call to action
This year’s banner , “the power of love” , didn’t shy away from history. Many signs honoured the courage shown during Clause 28 and the AIDS crisis, while also demanding continued rights and protections. Brighton Pride has long balanced celebration with protest, and VisitBrighton’s guide highlights how the festival offers both daytime family-friendly activities and evening events that push a message. That blend is part of what keeps Pride relevant: it’s a party, yes, but also a reminder of why visibility matters.
It's a small change in finishing point and a big dose of heart , explore next year’s route and plan your spot early.
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