Best Raye Moments from Brighton Pride On The Park — why the set felt like home
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Shoppers of live pop were treated to a full-circle, joyous night as Raye headlined Brighton Pride On The Park, returning to the park where queer crowds first championed her; it mattered because she spent the evening thanking the community and turning hits into a euphoric Pride party.
Essential Takeaways
Homecoming energy: Raye played Preston Park where she’d performed years earlier, and the crowd responded with affectionate, loud approval. 
Emotional connection: Between songs she thanked the queer community, saying she “wouldn’t have my career without this community,” which felt genuine and moving. 
Setlist highs: The show mixed vocal fireworks with dancefloor moments , from ‘Escapism’ to an all-out rave of ‘Secrets’ and ‘Prada’. 
Camp finale: She closed with a Pride-tailored version of ‘Where Is My Husband?’, swapping the line to “Your husband is gay,” a small, brilliant wink that landed perfectly. 
Standout cover: A soaring take on Prince’s ‘Purple Rain’ provided a dramatic, soulful highlight amid the party set.
A genuine homecoming that landed with a roar
Raye didn’t just headline Brighton Pride; she walked onto that stage with the feel of someone coming back to a second home, and Preston Park answered with a thunderous welcome. The first notes of ‘Escapism’ barely let the crowd breathe before the hits began to land, but it was her voice between the songs that cut through , warm, slightly raw and unmistakably grateful. According to Attitude, that gratitude wasn’t rehearsed; it felt like a musician recognising the people who showed up when nobody else did.
From early gigs to top billing , the arc felt real
This wasn’t a token slot , it was the end point of a climb that began with smaller Pride appearances and support slots. She first played Brighton pre-pandemic and returned in 2022 as support for Christina Aguilera; now she closed the festival as the headliner. That trajectory speaks to how queer audiences and festival crowds helped build her profile, and why those moments of thanks resonated. For fans weighing festival line-ups, the lesson is obvious: seeing an artist at a community gig can let you claim that full-circle moment before everyone else.
Songs that held back-to-back emotion and dancefloor heat
Raye balanced big, emotive vocal moments with peak party energy. Her cover of Prince’s ‘Purple Rain’ offered a dramatic pause , a chance for everyone to inhale , before she flipped the mood into a rave. Tracks like ‘Secrets’ and ‘Prada’ turned Preston Park into a collective dancefloor, showing she can pivot from intimate confession to stadium-ready beats without losing momentum. If you’re choosing where to stand at a Pride show, expect both goosebump moments and non-stop dancing.
Those between-song confessions mattered
The set’s emotional spine wasn’t all in the choruses; it lived in the asides. Her greeting , “Ladies and gentlemen, gays and theys” , and the line about not having her career without the community were small compass points that kept the set anchored to the audience. Moments like that change a gig from performance to conversation. For anyone worrying whether today’s pop stars remember their roots, Raye’s night in Brighton was a reminder that acknowledgement still matters onstage.
Pride polish: camp, community and a wink to the crowd
Raye saved one of the show’s most playful touches for the finale. Re-recording her grandmother’s line in ‘Where Is My Husband?’ to proclaim “Your husband is gay” was a clever, camp tweak that felt tailor-made for Pride. It wasn’t just a gag; it was a tiny reclaiming of the song’s story for the people in the park that night. Expect more artists to add festival-specific flourishes , it’s an easy way to turn a set into a memory people will keep retelling.
It's a small change that can make every headline set feel like it was always meant for that moment.
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