Best Local Queer Fibre Artists to Know for Pride in Vancouver
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Celebrating Pride, Vancouver , discover three local queer fibre artists whose colourful, community-rooted work mixes craft, activism and joy, and why their art matters to makers and neighbours alike.
Essential Takeaways
Community-rooted practice: Each artist works closely with local communities and traditions, from pattern-making to cultural weaving.
Distinct voices: Expect playful, nostalgic knits, oversized sewn silhouettes, and Indigenous materials like cedar and Salish dog fibre.
Sensory details: Their pieces read as tactile and vivid , think soft, textured surfaces, bright palettes, and earthy, natural fibres.
Accessible for makers: Many share patterns, workshops or public projects that invite participation and learning.
Sustainability & stewardship: One artist centres ecological restoration and traditional stewardship in their fibre practice.
Who they are and why they matter
Vancouver’s fibre scene has always been cosy and loud in equal measure, and these three artists show how craft can be queer, political and deeply local. Working across sewing, knitting and indigenous weaving, they each bring a different texture to the city’s creative life , from kitschy colour and pop-culture nostalgia to slow, place-based stewardship. For shoppers and makers, their work isn’t just decorative; it’s a conversation starter that feels tactile and honest.
Kaya Emiko: oversized shapes and playful utility
Kaya sews, knits and drafts patterns with a clear love for oversized silhouettes and the push-and-pull between masc and femme aesthetics. Her pieces favour texture and movement, so expect garments that feel soft and lived-in, yet deliberate. Many makers will recognise the practical impulse behind her designs , roomy pockets, forgiving cuts , paired with frills or sporty details for contrast. If you like garments that read joyful but wearable, look out for her pattern releases or local pop-ups.
T’uy’t’tanat Cease Wyss: weaving that honours place and ancestry
Cease brings a lifetime of Indigenous knowledge to fibre work, combining ethnobotany, weaving and community teaching. Their practice uses traditional Salish materials , red and yellow cedar, Salish Woolly dog fibre, nettles and fireweed fluff , and aims not just to make objects but to rebuild reciprocal relations with land and species. According to public programming at local institutions, their workshops and guided walks foreground stewardship and restoration, so attending one is a chance to learn techniques and the deeper cultural context behind them. For anyone curious about slow fibre traditions, Cease’s work is a reminder that materials carry memory.
Erin Guimond (PickyFemme): kitsch, colour and joyful knitting
Erin’s knits lean into nostalgia, pattern and bold colourways, producing pieces that feel simultaneously playful and carefully composed. Her work reads like a little cheer , bright palettes, punchy motifs and confident abstraction. Makers who want to add a pop of personality to their projects can take cues from her colour-blocking and pattern mixes, while collectors will appreciate the pieces for their tactile cheer. Follow her social channels for glimpses of works in progress and inspiration for small, wearable statements.
How to engage , buy, learn or simply be inspired
If you’re a maker, look for pattern releases, workshops or community events where these artists teach or show work; they often share accessible ways to try techniques at home. Shoppers can support by buying directly at local markets or through artist pages, which puts more money in creators’ hands than middlemen. And if you’re curious about the environmental angle, choose pieces made with local, regeneratively-sourced fibres or ask creators about material provenance , it changes how the object feels when you know its story.
It’s a small but powerful way to celebrate Pride and nurture the local creative web.
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