Best Brighton Pride 2026 Travel Tips: Bus Timetables, Diversions and Shuttles
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Shoppers and festivalgoers are planning ahead as Brighton Pride 2026 reshapes travel across the city; residents and visitors should expect major bus diversions, special shuttle services and changed rail links so you can still enjoy the parade and events without getting stranded.
Essential Takeaways
Major bus disruptions: Dozens of Brighton and Hove Buses routes are altered, with the biggest impacts on Saturday, 1 August. Expect terminations and diversions. 
Key streets closed: Old Steine, North Street, London Road, St James's Street and the Palace Pier area will see closures that affect normal stopping points. 
Special shuttle: A Pride Route 600 shuttle will link Preston Park, the Old Steine and the Waterhall campsite for easier festival access. 
Stagecoach changes: Only two Stagecoach South routes are affected, 17 and Coastliner 700, both on diversionary routes that skip central stops. 
Check rail options: Train operators are running service updates and enhancements around Pride; always verify before travel.
What to expect on the busiest day , Saturday’s sweeping road closures
Saturday brings the most disruption, and you’ll feel it: streets in the heart of the city will be closed for the parade, so buses can’t follow their usual routes. Brighton and Hove Buses warn that some closures will last all day while others run in blocks, which makes punctuality tricky. This isn’t new , large events have long forced temporary networks , but it’s worth noting if you rely on central stops like Old Steine or Churchill Square. Plan to arrive earlier or leave later, and factor in walking time from alternative stops. If you’re driving, expect delays and plan parking or drop-offs outside the closure zone. For bus users, check live updates; the operator says diversions depend on roads reopening on time.
Which services are altered , terminations, diversions and coastal reroutes
Dozens of routes are affected across the long weekend. Many services from Hove and the west will end at Churchill Square rather than continuing into central Brighton, while services from Lewes Road and Elm Grove may terminate at The Open Market or The Level. Coastal routes are being steered away from St James’s Street and the Sea Life Centre and will run via Edward Street and Rock Gardens instead, so your usual seaside stop might be out of reach. Routes 25, 28, 29 and 29A will start and finish at Lewes Road bus garage for much of the day. If you’re unsure whether your regular service is running, head to the operator’s website for full route lists and diversion maps. Carrying a screenshot of your planned route helps if network staff are busy.
Special services and alternatives , the Pride shuttle and rail options
One neat workaround is the special Route 600 Pride shuttle, which connects Preston Park, the Old Steine and the Waterhall campsite , handy if you’re camping or want a direct link to the main event area. It’s designed to take the pressure off regular routes and get people to festival hubs without a long walk. Meanwhile, train operators are also tweaking timetables to cope with demand; rail providers typically post service updates for big events, and some run enhanced services into Brighton. If you’re coming from further afield, consider a combined approach: park-and-ride or a train into the city plus a short shuttle ride. Booking ahead for rail and checking live departure boards will save stress, especially in the evening when crowds thin out.
Stagecoach and night services , what’s still running
Stagecoach South has relatively limited changes compared with the city operator, but two services do divert: Route 17 will run via Preston Drove and Ditchling Road, and Coastliner 700 will go via Seven Dials and Regent Hill. That means central stops like Old Steine and Churchill Square won’t be served when diversions are active. Night services are also affected, so if you’re planning to stay late for clubs or after-parties, double-check the later timetables. Night buses can be vital on busy weekends, and a small walk to an alternate stop may be the difference between getting home and waiting in a crowd.
Practical tips for a smoother Brighton Pride journey
Plan routes the day before and again on the morning; operators update pages as roads reopen. Allow extra travel time, and if you can, travel light , crowds, queues and slower buses make luggage harder to manage. Wear comfortable shoes for walking between diverted stops and festival sites. If you’re visiting with a group, agree on meeting points outside the busiest areas in case phone signals get slow. And remember: local staff and volunteer marshals will be doing their best to help, so ask them for the quickest alternative stops. Little adjustments make the day far less fraught.
It's a small change to how you travel that can make every Pride moment easier to reach.
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