Why Friedrich Merz Is Missing From the CSD Spotlight After the Berlin Attack
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Shocked viewers and activists are asking where Germany’s political leaders are after the car attack at Berlin’s CSD; supporters say visibility matters, and the absence of CDU leader Friedrich Merz is already being noticed as politicians pledge consequences and solidarity.
Essential Takeaways
What happened: A vehicle ploughed into crowds at Berlin’s Christopher Street Day, leaving casualties and shock across the city.
Political reaction: Leaders across the spectrum condemned the act and promised investigations; CDU chief Friedrich Merz’s visible absence has been remarked on.
Atmosphere on the ground: Participants describe grief and defiance , a tense mix of vigils, floral tributes, and determined marches.
Practical note: Authorities are treating the incident as an attack; police and prosecutors say they’ll pursue perpetrators thoroughly.
Emotional cue: The community response has been solemn but resolute , activists vow “now more than ever” to be visible.
What happened in Berlin, in short
Witnesses describe a sharp, surreal moment , a car driving into a crowd during the CSD parade , followed by sirens, confusion and immediate grief. Media outlets reported fatalities and injuries, and emergency services sealed off parts of the route. Reuters-style reporting and public broadcasters quickly framed it as a deliberate, violent incident that left people both angry and frightened. For parade-goers, where there should have been colour and music, there was shock and silence.
Leaders condemned the attack , but where was Merz?
Politicians from across the Bundestag were swift to denounce the violence and to offer condolences, while promising urgent investigations and support for victims. According to news coverage, many expected party leaders to be present at vigils or public statements. The conspicuous absence of Friedrich Merz from on-site appearances sparked questions , not just about optics, but about the message it sends to marginalised communities seeking reassurance and protection. Observers noted that public figures showing up in person can matter for morale, even if statements follow quickly.
How communities on the ground reacted , grief, defiance and “now more than ever”
Organisers and long-time activists described a mixture of sorrow and steely determination. Veteran campaigners said the slogan “now more than ever” captured their mood: mourning the victims, but refusing to retreat from public life. Local reports highlighted impromptu vigils, floral memorials and a surge in solidarity at other Pride events. That blend of personal loss and collective resolve is familiar to protest cultures; it also pressures politicians to match rhetoric with visible solidarity.
What authorities promised, and what that means for victims
Federal and local officials reacted by emphasising a full investigation. Statements promised to “do everything” to find those responsible and impose consequences, and law-enforcement agencies were reported to be pursuing leads. For victims and families, that pledge is necessary but not sufficient , they’ll also need clear information, medical and psychological support, and transparent updates about progress. Expect prosecutors to treat this as an attack until evidence shows otherwise, and to face scrutiny over how quickly they move.
Why political presence at tragic events still matters
Being physically present at vigils or scenes of violence isn’t just symbolism; it’s a signal that leaders take the harm seriously and stand with affected communities. Critics argue politicians often prefer statements from a press room, while supporters say practicalities can prevent immediate attendance. Either way, absence becomes a story in itself. Moving forward, parties will have to balance security, optics and empathy , and voters will notice how they do it.
It's a small civic test , how public figures respond now will shape trust and whether communities feel truly protected.
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